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MINUTES of the Islip Parish Council
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 12th April 2016 at 7.30pm

257/16 Present: Mr S Clifton, Mrs F Forbes, Mrs D Nudds, Mrs J Stephenson, Mr R Venables, Mr M
Wilkinson, Ms L Dent (Clerk)

258/16 Apologies: Mr P Collins

259/16 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 8th March 2016 were approved and signed.

260/16 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: None.

261/16 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hallchurch was not present to report.

262/16 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
None.

263/16 Administrative Matters: 1. Cllr Stephenson reminded those present of the Openness of
Government Bodies Regulations 2014, giving all present a right to record meetings of the Parish
Council.  2. PC Vacancies: Cllr Stephenson welcomed Michael Wilkinson to the Council and
confirmed that he would hold the Finance, Security and Health portfolios. Stuart Clifton has given
notice that he wishes to stand down as Vice Chairman for family reasons. Cllr Stephenson thanked him
for all his help and support. Cllr Venables has volunteered to take on the role of Vice Chairman; a vote
was taken and unanimously agreed.

264/16 Financial Matters: 1. Green Scythe’s offer of a fixed-price 3-year contract for verge cutting
around the village was read out and considered, and a vote was taken: it was unanimously agreed to
accept this offer. Confirmation of acceptance to be sent by The Clerk.  2. Cllr Wilkinson advised
Committee that he intended to meet with Cherie Carruthers the new RFO, to complete a parallel run of
the accounts and to undertake an internal audit; a draft of the accounts will be submitted at the May
meeting, and then progressed for external audit.

265/16 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: Cllr Collins had provided a report to be read in
his absence. He will meet with Doreen Cole (Flood Warden) to discuss Flood Plan amendments and
then liaise further with ERM, who will prepare a final version for distribution to residents of the parts
of the village periodically affected by flooding.  2. Tree Planting: Cllr Stephenson updated on the
imminent planting of two semi-mature silver birch trees in the Millennium Wood to replace trees that
had to be removed because of proximity to overhead cables. An ash tree that also had to be removed
will be replaced by another species due to ash die-back. Cllr Collins will liaise with the contractors.  3.
Dog Fouling and Dogs off Leads: The two new dogs signs reminding users of the Playing Field of the
by-laws have arrived. The originals were attached to the old Kidlington Road gate, removed by the
Railway Consortium contractors. Paul Bell has kindly offered to put up the new signs. 4. Church
Commissioners: Cllr Venables advised there was still nothing to report from the Church
Commissioners and unable to follow up for the present time.

266/16 Communication: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes advised that the current grant application form is
being revised and that this would mean a couple of months’ delay. She will liaise with Chris Rippon,
who is looking after the Village Hall web page and has offered to revise and help manage the home
page for the Parish Council.  2. Noticeboards: Cllr Stephenson advised an estimate from Ward
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“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is
likely to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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Brothers to erect the noticeboard in the Village Hall car park. They have offered to charge for the cost
of materials only; this will be in the region of £300. A comparative quote will be sought from Ady
Podbery. In respect of the Red Lion noticeboard, Cllr Stephenson is in the process of seeking
comparative quotes for replacement (as this board is rotten beyond repair). Those supplied so far are:
Barney Hill £2,200 + VAT; Kidlington Joinery £2,650 +VAT; comparative quotes will be sought from
Conifer Joinery and Louis Howard before a vote is taken. 3. Islip Directory: Cllr Stephenson advised
that this can go to print now that full Council is in place and the new Vice Chairman appointed.

267/16 Traffic, Highways & Footpaths: 1. Potholes: Cllr Nudds advised that she had been in email
contact with Cliff Monger, who confirmed all pothole works have been completed and that repair work
is only undertaken on potholes more than 40mm deep. 2. Signage:  In regard to the request for ‘No
Through Road’ signs on Mill Lane, Cllr Nudds had met with Peter Egawhary who confirmed he would
organise this. 3. Road Surface: Cllr Nudds reported that the road surface damaged by railway
contractors on Mill Lane and Kidlington Road in particular had been discussed with Cliff Monger and
it was being debated whether Railtrack or OCC is responsible for repairs. Cllr Clifton noted that this
was contrary to Stella Whyte’s advice, so he would follow up with her. Comment was made from the
floor on the need to challenge Network Rail over the roadside damage caused by their heavy lorries:
this is making road use hazardous for tractors and potentially lethal for cyclists. Cllr Clifton agreed to
press Network Rail on this, and Cllr Nudds to email Cliff Monger.  4. Bollards: Cllr Nudds met with
Cliff Monger who is expecting a quote for 2 replacement bollards from Stancca. Cllr Wilkinson
advised that Basil Clarke is looking after two bollards that belong to IPC, which could possibly be
used. He agreed he would find out and report back.  5. Road Marking/Signs/Kerbing Works: Cllr
Nudds is chasing the outstanding works with Peter Egawhary.  6. Traffic Report: Cllr Stephenson
reported that slow progress was being made on one element of the Traffic Plan: the 20mph speed limit.
The Traffic Plan was endorsed by OCC (and supported by John Howell MP, and Tim Hallchurch of
CDC) at the July 2015 launch. David Tole of OCC advised at that public meeting that the cost would
be about £5–6,000; at its September meeting IPC voted a grant of up to £5,000 towards this. Two
weeks ago members of IPC and the Traffic Group met with Tony Kirkwood of OCC (John Croxton, on
behalf of the Police, failed to turn up) and were advised that the cost would now be £25,000–£30,000,
and that for technical reasons (the distance between the start of the limit on Wheatley Road and Islip
Bridge being less than 300 metres), a 20mph speed limit may not be possible at all. A further meeting
with John Croxton will be organised and from John Howell MP. Advice will also be sought from a
traffic consultant to guide us through the next stages; Cllr Venables agreed to contact Hugo Llewellyn
from Newcore. Discussion was held about traffic calming on the Wheatley Road in respect to policing
this, however this was deemed too dangerous for police for speed monitoring! Comment was made
from the floor of the possibility of buying a speed gun and not expensive to purchase; maybe an item
to be considered.  7. Weight of Vehicles: Cllr Stephenson advised that she was pressing OCC for a
report on the strength of the bridge in light of comments made by one of their engineers with regard to
the increased burden of traffic; this will particularly important if 2-way traffic is restored after
completion of the A40 roundabout works. Concerns were raised from the floor by Mr Brian Henman
and Mr John Henman, who need access across the bridge with large farm vehicles during harvest. Cllr
Stephenson is awaiting a reply from OCC requesting that the bollards be removed during this 8-week
period (mid-July to mid-September). Cllr Stephenson will arrange to meet with OCC Highways to
discuss this and suggest refreshing the white line marking the pedestrian path in the absence of
bollards.  8. Thames Water Works: Cllr Stephenson advised that Thames Water emergency works
along The Walk had now been completed.

PC Properties: 1. Playing Field and Play Area: 1. The gate latch to the Play Area has now been
fixed. Day has submitted an estimate for fresh bark under the zip wire. Cllr Collins is in the process of
reaching out to interested parties regarding replacement/maintenance of the Play Area and equipment
and will report on this at the next PC meeting. 2. Pumping station lease renewal: Cllr Clifton advised
that details are pending SSE has a 3rd party consultant to act on their behalf.  3. Burial Ground: Dr
Bangham’s mowing and maintenance plan has been received and advises mowing of the rough area
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late July/September and all cuttings removed. The Clerk to email Green Scythe to quote for this. There
was a vote of thanks to Brian Henman for cutting the hedges each year. The Clerk will write to
families to remind them of the Burial Ground regulations to ensure consistency of items being placed
at gravesides. 4. Allotments: Cllr Stephenson reported that the PC allotment holders’ request for a
water supply has now been withdrawn.

268/16 Planning: 1. Planning applications: Cllr Clifton advised that the PC had been in receipt of 5
applications, which was circulated ahead of the meeting and listed below:

2. Strategic Planning: Cllr Venables advised that the notice on the potential development of the Oil
Dump site had been circulated to all households in the village and feedback invited. Only 17 responses
had been received. Even though the response level from the leaflet drop had been low, and considering
feedback and comments from made at the public meetings, it seems that the village is generally in
favour of a limited development. Comments included: that the proposed retirement complex is too big
and needs to be scaled back; concern for the impact on Islip Medical Practice; request for more
information on affordable housing; more balance needs to be given to young families and first-time

Address Application number/details Decision

Mr Stuart Clifton
Location: The
Pound, Mill Street,
Islip, OX5 2SZ

Mr & Mrs Calum
Miller
Location: Appleyard
Mill Street, Islip,
OX5 2SZ

Richard Ward
(Oxford) Ltd
Location: High
Street, Islip, OX5
2RX

Mrs Cam Nicolle
Location: Wisteria
Cottage, 4 Middle
Street, Islip,OX4
2SF

Oxford to Bicester
Rail Link
Buckingham,
Bicester

16/00301/F: Proposal: Demolition of
existing timber gate to the front wall of the
property adjoining Mill Street and erection
of replacement of timber gate and
extension of the existing dry stone wall 

16/00444/F: Proposal: Demolition of
single-storey extension and conservatory,
construction of a two-storey rear extension
and associated works, construction of an
open oak-framed porch outside the utility
room door, alteration of fenestration on
the east elevation, demolition of part of
the garden wall and its reconstruction in
an adjacent position and the installation of
photovoltaic panels on the roof.

16/00494/F: Proposal: Removal of part of
existing buildings, conversion of part of
buildings and erection of new buildings to
form a single-storey dwelling house, car
parking and amenity space.

16/00510/F:  Proposal:  Single-storey rear
extension.

14/00149/DISC:  Proposal: Network Rail
- Partial Discharge of Condition 14 of
TWA/10/APP/01

[Cllr Clifton left the room for this
discussion] Islip PC has no
objections to this application, but
asks that neighbours’ comments
be taken into consideration.

Islip PC has no objections to this
application, but asks that
neighbours’ comments be taken
into consideration

[Cllr Stephenson left the room for
this discussion] Islip PC has no
objections to this application, but
asks that neighbours’ comments
be taken into consideration and to
use the same materials as
existing.

Islip PC has no objections to this
application, but asks that
neighbours’ comments be taken
into consideration

Islip PC has no objections to
this request.
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buyers (oil dump development matrix feedback attached for info). Cllr Venables had drafted a
proposed letter to CDC from IPC, previously circulated to Councillors and adjusted accordingly, and
asked the Council to approve this. Copies will also be sent to Cllr Tim Hallchurch, John Howell MP
and Newcore. The text of the letter is as follows:

Islip Parish Council writes to support the proposal for limited development of the former MOD
Oil Dump site, now owned by Newcore Capital Management. Islip Parish Council has now
held 2 open village meetings and also sent notes from the meeting to all villagers to canvas
further opinion. Whilst the site is located within the Oxford Greenbelt and is subject to
planning restrictions, Islip Parish Council is aware of the certificate of lawful use as an oil
distribution depot. Such continued use would not be welcomed and Islip Parish Council
consider that this is the most suitable site for the expansion of the village to meet the needs of
those seeking affordable housing, market housing, retirement accommodation and the
expansion of local businesses. In addition the site offers the opportunity for additional
amenities and the safeguarding of a large proportion of the site via a mutual agreement with the
Developer. Islip Parish council wishes to encourage a vibrant and sustainable local community
with high quality design and considers this limited development of the village will achieve
these aims. Further work is required to investigate the detail of the site and Islip Parish Council
wishes to ensure that there are opportunities for all age demographics in particular encouraging
younger families. Islip Parish Council also recognises that any development will be subject to
planning approval from Cherwell District Council and it will continue to liaise with residents in
the future.

Cllr Stephenson asked for confirmation that there would be opportunity for further feedback on the
proposal going forward; Cllr Forbes added concern about the strain on Islip Medical Practice; it was
noted that the comments from the Medical Practice were broadly positive, while requesting that
consideration be given to the impact this development would have. The questions of parking and retail
space raised by the Practice were discussed and will be communicated to the developers. Cllr Venables
confirmed that there would be plenty of opportunity to make further comments and raise concerns
during the planning process, and that OCC will be consulting traffic issues as a matter of course. A
vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed to accept the statement, which will be sent on behalf of
IPC.

271/16 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Train Service: Cllr Clifton advised there was nothing to
report. A new OBRAG Chairman is being sought with some urgency. 2. Timetable for Completion of
Works:  Cllr Clifton is in discussion with Stella Whyte from the Consortium regarding the various
works outstanding. 3. Community Investment Projects:  These will be confirmed with Stella Whyte
on completion of the current phase of works. 4. Equestrian Bridge: Cllr Clifton advised that this was
not at present the responsibility of anyone, as it has not yet been formally handed over, but would find
out more info via Stella Whyte from the Consortium. This will be passed to Judith Samuel, who
suggested a community mosaic project inside the bridge at the March PC meeting.

272/16 Events: 1. Queen’s Birthday Celebrations: Cllr Stephenson advised a small planning group
met just after Easter and is in the process of submitting a grant application for up to £400 towards the
celebrations. The Clerk to return this to CDC once completed. Cllr Venables will request that the
Village Hall refund the rent charged for this community event.

269/16 273/16 Village Hall: 1. Village Fête: Cllr Venables advised no updates. 2. Licence Update: It
was agreed that Cllr Venables would progress this at the next Village Hall meeting: it is important that
the correct map is appended to any agreements for access issued by the Village Hall, particularly as the
land formerly owned by the Parish Council is now held in trust by the NPFA. A clause can be added to
licences already issued stating that IPC has no objection to such access being granted. Cllr Clifton
suggest that the matter should be dealt with as part of the Deed of Variation investigation in respect of
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the potential swap of land to enlarge the Village Hall car park previously discussed and recorded in
previous meeting.

274/16 Education: Cllr Forbes advised that there was a meeting to be held at the school on 13th April
to discuss the school applying for Academy status. The damage to the end of the school wall, which
protrudes on to the footpath between Kidlington and Bletchington Roads, was discussed. It was agreed
that IPC would have this repaired.

275/16 Health: Cllr Wilkinson advised that he attended a patients group meeting at the Medical
Practice on behalf of the PC. There were 5 people in attendance and they were unsure how to progress
as no rep from the Medical Practice was present. It was agreed at the group to liaise with other local
parish councils and meet a couple of times a year.

276/16 Security: Nothing to report.

277/16 AOB: Cllr Venables gave an overview on the recent circular from Sue Smith in respect of
Unitary Authorities.

Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 10th

May 2016 in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm


