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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
preceded by a meeting of the Expressway sub-group [see minute 101/19/2]
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 14th May at 7.30pm

I certify that these minutes are a true reflection
 of the events that took place

                                                                              date:  11.6.19          signed:     Dr P Collins

88/19 Present: Mrs D Chapman, Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mrs F Forbes, Mr D Price,
Ms N Richardson, Mr N Wiles, Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk)

89/19 Apologies: Mr D Sames (OCC)

90/19 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 9th April 2019 were approved and signed.

91/19 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

92/19 District and County Council Reports: not present.

93/19 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

94/19 Administrative Matters: 1. Succession Planning: the Clerk proposed that he should
contact Kidlington Parish Council in order to investigate the possibility of continuity planning,
particularly with reference to the keeping of the Council’s accounts; this was agreed.

95/19  Financial Matters: 1. Year-end accounts 2018-19: the Clerk read the internal audit report
for 2018-19.  Mr Rippon had kindly carried out the audit, but had waived absolutely any right to
compensation of any kind. The Council expressed its gratitude to Mr Rippon.  He had noted that
if the Council were so minded, it might make a donation to the Village Hall.  The Council
decided to make a donation to the Village Hall of £30.  The Clerk noted that Councillors had
received copies of Financial Regulations; Standing Orders; Risk Register; and the Good
Councillors Guide 2018: these were endorsed by the Council.  Additional risks to be added to
the Risk Register included the new burial ground and the field by the A34.  The Council
accepted the final draft summary of accounts presented by the Clerk: the Chairman was
authorised to sign off the accounts.  2. Grant application: an application for grant had been
received in re of rent for the Keep Fit Class for Less Mobile People for 10 weeks at £30 per
week. – this in order to test the financial viability of the class.  The Council agreed to make the
grant.  The Clerk noted that there is not an earmarked element in the budget for grants.  The
Chairman noted that the large balance accumulated in the accounts (despite last year’s
overspend) included £45K nominally earmarked for the replacement of the playground
equipment.  The Council agreed that the estimated 10-year life of the equipment is now possibly
to be exceeded by perhaps a further ten years, and that it is likely that the village is likely to be
able in the future to meet the costs of any replacement equipment - if necessary from scratch.
The Clerk is to maintain a running total of grants made.

96/19 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: nothing to report.  2. Village Planters: the
Council agreed that the Chairman and Councillor Chapman discuss the purchase, siting,
planting, and maintenance of village planters.  3. Register of assets of community value: the
Clerk is to investigate the registration of the Swan Inn and the Red Lion as assets of community

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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value.  Registration allows the village to match the asking price of any such asset should it come
on the market.

97/19 Communications: Islip Directory: Cllr Forbes reported the Directory is on the website
https://www.islip.org.uk.  The date on the website is misleading, and is to be corrected.
Councillor Forbes was thanked for her work on this.

98/19 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: the Clerk reported that at
Mr Matthew Scott [of Strutt and Parker]’s had not updated the Clerk on the progress of the
permissive right of way Kidlington road to Mill Lane since his email of 5th April.  The farmer
whose field borders the existing permissive right of way to the Ray weir has not responded to
the Clerk’s email noting that the Council is responsible for the upkeep of the stock-proof fence
between his field and the right of way.  The former difficulty is to be brought to the attention of
the Church Commissioners at their meeting with the Chairman and the Clerk on Friday 24th

May.  2. Speed limit enforcement: Councillor Price reported that the additional police-
approved signs delivered are in excess of the number ordered. Thames Valley Police had
suggested the movement of the 20 mph speed limit up the hill on the Wheatley Road.  This
would cost of the order of some £2K.  Cllr Price confirmed that this would allay the fears of
those living across the bridge of leaving their properties given the speed of passing vehicles –
particularly those vehicles leaving the village.  It is likely that the level of demand will result in
a petition to the Council.  The Clerk noted that there are those in the village who resent both the
reduced speed limit and the accumulating expenditure on the speed limit and the speed camera.
The Council noted this, but is of the opinion that the improvement in the safety of pedestrians,
particularly that of the elderly and of the children of the village, lies within its duty.  It was
noted that speeds of over 45mph had been recorded in the village, and that those exceeding
speeds of over twice the speed limit will be subject to immediate prosecution rather than a
warning letter.  3. Speed camera – operation and contributions to cost: Cllr Price asked the
Council to agree collaboration with Weston-on-the-Green, on the basis of a one-third donation
towards the cost of the equipment.  This was agreed.  The Clerk is to advise Cllr Price of an
appropriate level of contribution.  4. Pedestrian/equestrian bridge: the Clerk reported that an
email had been received (and circulated to the Council) from a villager objecting on safety
grounds to the use of the bridge by pony and trap.  The Clerk had contacted the highways
authority which had confirmed that although Mill Lane is part of the highway, the bridge is,
indeed, a bridleway only, so that use by pony and trap is not legitimate.  Councillors who had
met those driving a pony and trap had found them always to be courteous and considerate, and
posing no danger.  Furthermore, the matter is not one within the Council’s jurisdiction.  The
Council decided to therefore to take no action.  The complainant is to be advised that should he
so wish, he might take up the matter with the Countryside Access Team at Oxfordshire County
Council; he is to be asked kindly to notify the Council if he proposes to take any further action.

99/19 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field Safety, etc: the Chairman once more reported that
Trevor Stewart (who built the playground) is yet to review the work needed in order to
confirm his earlier quotation, and then to proceed with the work.  He is to issue a further
reminder, noting that the work is outstanding, and that assistance will be sought elsewhere if
Mr Stewart is unable to help.  2. Swan Inn carpark – lease of electricity sub-station: Cllr
Richardson noted that £2K for a 40-year lease seemed generous on the Council’s part.  The
Clerk reported that lease, subject to renewal in 2012, had previously been at a peppercorn rent,
and that Scottish and Southern Power Distribution (SEPD) had made its offer in March 2016,
when it had been accepted by the Council, but not been acted on.  The Clerk is to proceed in
this.  3. Swan Inn carpark - use: the Clerk reported that the owner had approached the
Council to ask whether any lessee might use the carpark in line with the lease between the
owner and the Council.  As an immediate turnaround had been required, the Clerk consulted
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the Chairman, who confirmed that the owner would continue to be responsible under the terms
of the lease, but that any lessee of the Swan could use the carpark under his aegis.

100/19 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: Cllr Wiles guided the Council through the following
applications:

Address Application number/details Decision
The Pound Mill Street Islip
Kidlington OX5 2SZ

19/00752/F
Replacing the existing concrete
roof tiles with new natural slate
tiles, together with necessary
repairs to front dormer window.

No objection – neighbour’s
comments if any to be taken
into account.

Mr P Bell,
30 Bletchingdon Road
Islip Kidlington OX5 2TQ

19/00635/F
Form new vehicular and
pedestrian access including
highway crossover

No objection – neighbour’s
comments if any to be taken
into account.

101/19 Strategic Planning: 1. Church Commissioners meeting: the Chairman and the Clerk are
to meet with Mr John Weir of the Church Commissioners in the Red Lion at 10.30 am, 24th

May, to discuss the CC’s proposals for the extensive enlargement of the village – by some 3,000
dwellings.  2. The Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Sub-group report: the Chairman reported
that he continues to attend the meetings of various pressure groups; that of Cllr David Kay
(North Hinksey Parish Council) is re-established subsequent to the local elections.  The
Chairman, Cllr Richardson, and the Clerk met the local MP, Mr John Howell, on 26th April at
11.30 am.  He confirmed that he is in favour of the A34 route as the new expressway.
3. Neighbourhood Planning: Mr Howell had introduced the idea of neighbourhood planning,
and promotes it, although he admitted that developers now devise new means of defeating the
objective of the system.  He also confirmed that neighbourhood plans can, in certain cases, be
set aside – especially in the event of the updating of local plans given precedence over them.
Cllr Richardson is to consult Mr Paul Davenport of Middle Street, who has some expertise in
the matter.  It is likely that the Council will approach CDC with a proposal to designate the
parish as its area of interest, and then to point to the likelihood that the Council would likely
wish to approve the limited development of the old oil dump – a brownfield site in the Green
Belt.  If both elements are acceptable to CDC, then the Council is to consider the preparation of
a Neighbourhood Plan, using funding made available for the purpose.

102/19 Village Hall: Cllr Chapman had reported to the Clerk that the Villager Hall Committee has
given approval for the siting of the defibrillator on the front of the Village Hall, using an
accessible mains feed (needed to maintain the charge of the defibrillator battery).

103/19 Education: Cllr Forbes had nothing to report.

104/19 Public Transport: lottery funding for bus: it was agreed that Cllr Richardson would pass
the details to Cllr Forbes for investigation.    

105/19 Health: Defibrillator: the Clerk reported that The Clerk confirmed that Mr Brock, the
electrician, is to meet Mr Jackson, the Village Hall caretaker, to arrange the fitting.

106/19 Security: nothing to report.

107/19 Action Points: nothing to report.
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108/19 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet (preceded by a short meeting
of the Council’s Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Group) on Tuesday 11th June 2019 at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall.

109/19 The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm.


