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MINUTES of the Islip Parish Council
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 8th March 2016 at 7.30pm

236/16 Present: Mr S Clifton, Mr P Collins, Mrs F Forbes, Mrs D Nudds, Mrs J Stephenson, Mr R
Venables, Ms L Dent (Clerk)

237/16 Apologies: None

238/16 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 9th February 2016 were approved and signed.

Amendment made to Minute 224/16 (3) White Lines and Potholes: Cllr Nudds had supplied a list to
OCC of white lines in urgent need of repairing.  There are dangerous breaks in the road surface of the
triangle at the junction of Collice Street and Bridge Street, which is unadopted.  Cllr Venables offered
to obtain a quote for repair from contractors he uses; if funding becomes available, OCC (indicated by
the OCC representative met) may then give consideration to adopting this portion of road; but not a
guarantee.

239/16 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: None.

240/16 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hallchurch was not present to report.

241/16 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
None.

242/16 Administrative Matters: Cllr Stephenson reminded those present of the Openness of
Government Bodies Regulations 2014, giving all present a right to record meetings of the Parish
Council.  1. PC Vacancies: Cllr Stephenson advised that Michael Wilkinson the present RFO, was in
the process of transferring this role to Cherie Carruthers, to finalise at the end of March and had
expressed willingness to be co-opted onto the Parish Council once he was no longer an employee (as
RFO). A vote was taken and unanimously carried; Mr Wilkinson will join the Council with effect from
the April PC meeting.  2. Standing Orders: These were previously circulated to Council ahead of the
meeting for due consideration and adoption.  Clarification was asked on the Openness of Government
Regulations 2014, giving right to record meetings the Clerk to confirm that this is amended to comply.
A vote was made to accept the present Standing Orders as suggested All Agreed.

243/16 Financial Matters: 1. The Clerk read out the following recommendation from the RFO: Islip
PC has £35K on twelve-month deposit at 1.5% maturing 11.3.16. The Co-op is offering 1.12% gross
for twelve months for amounts exceeding £10K.  Consideration was given and unanimously agreed to
accept the RFO’s recommendation.

244/16 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: Cllr Collins confirmed that the Flood Warden,
Mrs Doreen Cole, had received the draft Flood Plan, previously circulated to Councillors, and
requested her contact details. He will wait for her feedback and then liaise with ERM, who will
prepare a final version for distribution to residents of the parts of the village periodically affected by
flooding.   A copy of the plan will be held on file and a pdf version posted on the village website.  One
of the recommendations is that a register of vulnerable residents should be compiled. It was noted that
the PC Buddy Scheme for bad weather also needs updating; the Clerk will co-ordinate this. Agreed.  2.
Dog Fouling and Dogs off Leads: There had been very few complaints this month.  3.
Installation/Relocation of Bins: The Chairman reported that Ady Podbery has now undertaken this
work. The Clerk to contact CDC to pass on the key that is required to empty the bin.  The bin in The
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“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is
likely to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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Swan car park was debated and it was decided to monitor its use and if not used, to remove it.  Cllr
Nudds offered to check whether the liner has been repaired. A request will be made to Ady Podbery to
quote to re-erect the noticeboard in the Village Hall car park.  5. Church Commissioners: Cllr
Venables advised there was still nothing to report from the Church Commissioners.

245/16 Communication: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes advised further on her recent discussions with
NALC on the various options for website, and the grant option available, for which she will apply on
behalf of IPC. There is potential for grant funding, to include various items including a laptop
computer, a laminator, and training if needed to aid with updating and co-ordinating the website.
NALC advised that there is a currently a backlog of requests. 2 or 3 designers have been approached
with regard to the website.  2. Noticeboards: Cllr Stephenson advised an estimate from Ward Brothers
to erect the noticeboard in the Village Hall car park. They have offered to charge for the cost of
materials only; this will be in the region of £300. Comparative quotes are needed for this and the
replacement of the Red Lion noticeboard. Cllr Stephenson will discuss with Ady Podbery. 3. Islip
Directory: Cllr Stephenson advised that this can go to print now that full Council will be in place with
effect from April 2016, since details need to be correct before publication.

246/16 Traffic, Highways & Footpaths: 1. Finger Post/White Lines/Potholes: Cllr Nudds advised
that the new fingerpost at the bottom of The Walk has been installed. She was congratulated on her
persistence. The post at the War Memorial is on the OCC job list (as confirmed by Peter Egawhary),
along with white line works, which will not be undertaken before the new financial year. It was
reported two bollards at the end of Lower Street are in need of replacing, one of which is broken off
and out of the ground and the other very loose. Cllr Nudds to obtain quote for replacement and to
report next month for a decision to be made.  Potholes: Cllr Nudds advised that half the pothole works
have been completed. She will send a further email sent to Cliff Monger to act as a reminder and to
confirm what work is needed.  Two quotes have been received for the road surface works needed on
the triangle at the junction of Collice Street and Bridge Street. Cllr Venables obtained a quote from his
contractors of £4,470, the OCC quote £5,000.  Three of the potholes are deep and potentially
dangerous.  Cllr Nudds will contact Sean Hatton at OCC as a matter of urgency to progress this. She
added that even though not a busy road it is popular as a turning point and used by contractors
accessing Jacobs Field. Finally, Cllr Nudds noted that the traffic light failure last Monday seemed to
have been caused by dead batteries (not by motorists jumping the lights, as suggested by OCC): this on
the advice of the operator who replaced the batteries and re-started the lights, which Cllr Nudds had
witnessed.  2. Traffic Report: Dennis Price read out the Traffic Group Report and commented that
most of the complaints concerning the traffic lights on the bridge were from outside the village.  It was
suggested that the PC send a note to the surrounding parishes to explain the reason for the traffic lights
on the bridge: purely for the protection of pedestrians, in the wake of numerous incidents. This will be
accompanied by a request to include this notice in their own parish newsletters in order to keep the
wider community informed. Adjustment to the phasing of the lights may help with the congestion at
Kings Head Lane. Pollution checks have been requested but are yet to be carried out by OCC. Mr Price
advised that if traffic lights fail, the Police non-emergency 101 number should be called for a quick
response. Confirmation of a meeting with OCC (Anthony Kirkwood and Nigel Clarke) is awaited, to
include representatives of the Parish Council (Cllrs Stephenson and Nudds) and the Traffic Group (Mr
Price and Mr Hopper), to discuss the next steps  in installing the 20mph speed limit. Speed radar
training sessions have now begun and additional volunteers are welcome. The relative costs of traffic
lights on the bridge compared with installation of a pedestrian bridge were discussed: while properly
phased, permanent traffic lights would cost around £30,000, the cost of a footbridge would be in
excess of £100,000. The Traffic Group is in contact with the Governors of Dr South’s in respect of the
school crossing patrol. 3. Weight Issue/Pollution: An engineer’s report on the bridge and a response
to the PC’s request for air quality monitoring are both awaited from OCC.  Mr Price advised that
residents in Kings Head Lane would like an extension of the pavement. 4. Other traffic issues: Cllr
Venables advised at a recent CDC workshop other parishes had major concerns especially highway
related. A request will be sent to the Railway Consortium to request financial assistance with traffic
calming. Comment was made from the floor that more emergency vehicles are now using the route
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across Islip Bridge since traffic lights have been in place, suggesting that this route is in fact less
congested than others. A request was made from the floor for teachers to use the Village Hall car park.
This is a Village Hall matter, but the car park is very often filled to capacity by bookers; it was noted
that there is free parking at the train station, which is close to the school.  Cllr Stephenson advised that
Thames Water are carrying out emergency work in The Walk but traffic flow had been accommodated.
There may be a short period where the end of Mill Street is blocked.  Letters have been sent to affected
residents.  5. Public Footpaths: Awaiting correspondence so nothing to report at present.

247/16 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field and Play Area: Cllr Collins advised that permission had
been sought from someone wanting to carry out metal detecting on the playing field.  This was
discussed and it was agreed that permission could not be granted: it would be hard to monitor,
potentially damaging to the pitches, and, being a popular hobby, could lead to large numbers of people
following suit. The applicant will be informed of the decision.

Cllr Collins is endeavouring to make contact with Trevor Stewart to discuss a long-term plan for
maintenance of the play equipment, some of which is in urgent need of repair.The latch on the gate is
broken again. As Mr Stewart is proving elusive, Ady Podbery will be asked quote for the work.  2.
Pumping station lease renewal: Cllr Clifton advised that details are pending from Peter Smeeton at
SSE. 3. Burial Ground: Dr Bangham’s mowing and maintenance plan is awaited. 4. Allotments: Cllr
Stephenson reported that the PC allotment holders’ request for a water supply is being take up by Sally
Wale, who will discuss the matter with Lister Cannon, who has indicated that it may be possible for a
standpipe inside Jacob’s Field to be made available.

248/16 Planning: 1. Planning applications: Cllr Clifton advised that the PC had been in receipt of
one application, which was circulated ahead of the meeting and comments sent to CDC. This was in
respect of a slight revision to application 15/01225/LB which had already been commented on by IPC.
It was agreed: IPC do not object to the proposed works 2. Strategic Planning: Cllr Venables advised
there had been a public meeting in the Village Hall on Thursday 11th February to discuss the options
for the future of the oil dump, which was well attended by approximately 100 residents.  The objective
of the meeting was to invite Hugo Llewellyn from Newcore, the owner of the site, to put forward his
proposals for the development of the site, which comprises approximately 33 acres.  He presented 4
options: (a) continued use of the site as an oil storage depot, for which he has a Certificate of Lawful
Use; (b) the development of approx. 13 acres on the south portion of the site for 50 residential units
comprising 35 market houses and 15 affordable houses, a 50-60 bed care home, an extension to Islip
garage and provision of new village amenities such as a tennis court; (c) the development of approx.
13 acres on the south portion of the site for 25 residential units comprising 10 market houses and 15
affordable houses, one larger residential house, a retirement development by Audley comprising 80–
127 independent living units and associated amenity facilities and an extension to Islip garage.(d)
clearing the site and returning to green field but this option is not viable due to cost of site
decontamination.

Hugo Llewellyn and Ben Krauze of Audley put forward presentation options 2 and 3 and answered
questions from the floor.  They then departed and Councillor Venables led a further discussion with
villagers. A variety of views were expressed.

It was agreed that a summary of the public meeting should be delivered to every household in Islip, to
include further information provided by the developer in response to questions at the meeting and
giving residents the opportunity to make further comment. The matter will then be discussed further at
the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 12th April, with a view to supporting the preferred
planning proposal. It was confirmed that a group will visit another Audley development as part of the
information-gathering exercise.
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228/16 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Timetable and service: Henrietta Leyser, temporary Chair of
the rail users’ group OBRAG, reported that the ticket machine appears to be permanently out of order.
The disabled access slope to the station has now been opened.  The date for completion of works is
12th December. Cllr Clifton confirmed that that all litter and debris should be cleared away once the
rail works have been completed.  The timing of one of Islip trains has been altered by 11 minutes,
which is a potential for concern: timetabling needs to be monitored closely and, if necessary, Tony
Baldry and John Howell informed if the Islip service reduces further.  2. Community investment
projects: Ideas can be revisited towards the end of the year when the works have been completed.
Cllr Clifton advised that there were no updates on this at the present time. The Clerk confirmed that no
money had yet been received for the works undertaken on the war memorial – a response from
Consortium on this is still awaited.

229/16 Events: 1. Queen’s Birthday Celebrations: Cllr Venables was congratulated on his
appointment as one of the Deputy Lieutenants for Oxfordshire. His first official engagement is to
attend Islip’s ‘Royal Garden Party’ to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday on Sunday 12th June, on
the Playing Field from 12 noon. The Village Hall and Terrace Room have been booked for this for 4
hours.  A small planning group will meet just after Easter.  IPC have received Notice of a fund from
CDC a grant of up to £500 towards the celebrations; a grant will be applied for and, if awarded, may
be used to purchase commemorative keepsakes for those attending.

230/16 Village Hall: 1. Village Fête: Cllr Venables advised no updates; waiting on minutes.  2.
Access licence:  A licence granting neighbour access across the car park has an old, pre-deed of gift
plan attached to it; as part of the land covered by the licence is in trust to the NPFA, a rider may be
required to the licence. Cllr Venables will take this up with Richard Wale, Chairman of the Village
Hall Committee. It was agreed to discuss this item further before licence is issued.

231/16 Education: Nothing to report.

232/16 Health: Cllr Stephenson had received a notice from Islip Medical Practice explaining the new
GP Federation scheme. Islip is now part of the North East Oxfordshire ‘OneMed Group’ with 9 other
practices in Bicester, Kidlington and Woodstock.  They would like a PC representative to be part of
the patients’ participation group. Michael Wilkinson, who will take on the Health portfolio after the
April PC meeting, volunteered to attend the next meeting, on 24th March at 2.30pm at Islip Medical
Practice.

233/16 Security: Nothing to report.

234/16 AOB: 1. Community Arts Project:  Judith McInerney proposed an art mosaic project on the
inside walls of the equestrian bridge.  If IPC agree in principle she will look for local artist to
undertake project, look at fund raising, make links with all Islip organisations, school etc., as per
project undertaken as part of the Edward the Confessor anniversary celebrations in 2005. Cllr Clifton
agreed to research who is now responsible for the bridge and advise availability. It was agreed that IPC
would support this project.

235/16 Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 12th April 2016 in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm


