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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 13th March 2018 at 7.30pm

45/18 Present: Mrs D Chapman, Mrs F Forbes (acting Chairman), Mr D Price [co-opted 13th

March 2018 – see minute 49/18 below], Mr N Wiles, Cllr D Hughes (CDC), Mr M Wilkinson
(Clerk).

46/18 Apologies: Mr P Collins, Ms N Richardson, Cllr D Sames (OCC).

47/18 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 9th February 2018 were approved and
signed.

48/18 Co-option: Cllr Forbes, acting Chairman, proposed and the proposal was seconded and
resolved unanimously that Mr D Price be co-opted onto the Council.  Mr Price accepted his co-
option, and was welcomed by the Council.

49/18 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

50/18 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hughes (Chairman of Planning Committee,
CDC) attended part of the meeting.  Cllr Hughes again promoted a Community-Led Plan.  Cllr
Hughes suggested that the Council might wish to revisit its decision not to undertake a
Neighbourhood Plan, and reported that Mr Bob Duxbury would be pleased to discuss
neighbourhood planning.  The grounds for his suggestion were that planning inspectors take
cognisance of such plans, which constitute a planning consideration, and that the protection
currently afforded by the Green Belt might diminish in value. The Council instructed the Clerk
to ask Mr Duxbury to speak to the matter – at the next meeting of the Council, if possible.

51/18 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

52/18 Administrative Matters: 1. Dinner for Previous Chairman: the Chairman is to negotiate
with his predecessor, Mrs Stephenson, and with Mr Venables, who had previously chaired the
Council.  2. AGM and elections: the Clerk noted that the Council’s AGM in May would follow
the election of the Council to be held 3rd May.  The statutory notice of election is shortly to be
published, and the election nomination papers and simple guidance for sitting councillors would
be distributed by the Clerk: these papers are to be returned to the Clerk who must hand them in
in person to CDC in Bodicote.

53/18 Financial Matters: the Clerk reported that the Chairman had asked for authority to meet the
costs up to £2K for work on the Council’s trees on safety grounds, subsequent to the
arboriculturalist’s survey; the Chairman and the Clerk had reviewed the tree work considered
essential.

54/18 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: Cllr Collins was not present to report.  2. Dog
fouling/dogs off leads: Cllr Collins had reported that complaints had been received about dog
fouling on the approaches to the pedestrian/equestrian bridge, and the Chairman noted that the
Millennium Walk is befouled.  It was noted that although almost all dog owners in the village
are responsible, and clean up after their dogs, there is a small minority of owners who appear to
consider themselves exceptional, and this exceptionalism leads to dog fouling and gives all dog
owners a bad name.  The reason for some to consider themselves exceptional is mysterious, but

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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the Council can only appeal to the exceptional to join with other dog owners in trying to keep
the village clean.  3. Litter: it has been reported that a dog has picked up and punctured on the
playing field close to the playground (on the slope to the Terrace Room), a vape cartridge
containing nicotine.  This led to the considerable distress of the dog and the owner, and a visit to
the vet: had a child been so contaminated, this might well have required medical intervention.
There is to be a general litter pick-up day 17th March, but villagers are exhorted to use the litter
bins to be found around the village or to take their litter home - and, once again, to join the vast
majority of villagers who respect their surroundings and their fellow villagers.

55/18 Communications: 1. Village Directory: work is ongoing.  2. General Data Protection
Regulation: Cllr Wiles had circulated guidance.  He summarised this by saying that the Council
had best review the personal data it holds, and to check that all such data is properly held under
the new provisions of the legislation.

56/18 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: the Clerk is to ask Mr
Matthew Scott of Strutt and Parker, the local agents for the Church Commissioners, for an
update on the approach to the Church Commissioners about the putative permissive right of way
inside the hedge from the Kidlington road chicane to Mill Lane.  2. Traffic Group: Cllr Price
agreed to take on the traffic portfolio. The Traffic Group reported that Weston on the Green is to
contribute one third of the cost of the speed gun equipment, and that other parishes have
expressed interest.  The Clerk noted that any sums received after the purchase will be treated as
a contribution to the original cost.  Cllr Price noted that a police contact, Robert Webb at
Witney, had been in touch.  He is in favour of the direction of travel; the TG has been advised to
check with the local police on positioning, etc, prior to any purchase.  Cllr Price is to look into
the possibility of hiring a camera, and the cost of calibration of an owned camera, understood to
be required annually. 3. Structural report on the Ray Bridge: given the pressure on OCC’s
acting bridge engineer, the Council agreed that the Clerk is not to ask for a progress report until
April. 4. Accident blackspot A34 slip road: the Council has not yet received the accident
statistics it was hoped Cllr Sames [OCC] might obtain for the junction of the Kidlington Road
and the A34 slip road.  5. Fingerpost, The Walk: the Clerk is to ask OCC whether it will
arrange for repair of the fingerpost at the bottom of The Walk.  6. Potholes: the Clerk is to ask
OCC whether quality control might be exercised over pothole repairs, given the repeated failure
of repair to the pothole at the junction of High Street and North Street.

57/18 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: the Chairman has not yet succeeded in contacting Mr
Stewart (who constructed the playground); if this proves impossible, he will obtain a third
quotation elsewhere.  2. Trees: the Clerk noted that the Chairman had investigated the putative
cost of tree work, and had selected as best value the proposed contractor to the Council.  The
Chairman and the Clerk had reviewed the work to the Council’s trees considered essential.
The Clerk reported that the Chairman had asked for authority to meet the costs up to £2K for
work on the Council’s trees on safety grounds, subsequent to the arboriculturalist’s survey; the
Council approved this unanimously.

58/18 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported on planning applications:

Address Application number/details Decision
Ms Kathryn Campbell,
Collice Street

18/00184/F
rebuild extension, etc

PC no objection, any
neighbour’s submission to be
taken into account

59/18 2. Strategic Planning: Cllr Richardson was not present to report.
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60/18 Network Rail: 1. Railings on the playing field and mural on the pedestrian bridge: the
Clerk had circulated an email from Dr Judith Samuel proposing murals for inside one wall of
the pedestrian/equestrian bridge.  After discussion, it was agreed that Dr Samuel is to approach
the school about its involvement in the putative artwork, and to bring sketches or photographs of
what is proposed so that the Council is in a position to test villagers’ opinion on the proposals.
It was again noted that the Council has yet to decide whether or not it approves.  2. Network
Rail access: the Clerk is to speak again to Pellmans about this. 3. Planting on the playing
field: Cllr Wiles is to pursue payment of the Network Rail support for hedge planting.

61/18 Village Hall: the Chairman was not present to report: representation of the PC on the VH
management committee is to be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

62/18 Education: the Chairman reported that the Community Policing Officer had not yet
responded to her requests for assistance; she is to follow this up.

63/18 Health: there was nothing to report.

64/18 Public Transport: there was nothing to report.

65/18 Security: there was nothing to report.

66/18 Any Other Business: 1. Grass cutting contract: the Clerk reported that in March 2017
OCC had asked parish councils to formalise the delegated responsibility for grass-cutting.  The
Council agreed that the Clerk should pass the contract to the Chairman for scrutiny and
signature if appropriate.  2. The terrace of the Village Hall: it was reported that litter is often
left on the terrace, and that the benching is in need of attention; the Clerk is to contact the
Village Hall Management Committee.  3. Bottle Bank: the Chairman reported that the bottle
bank on the Red Lion car park has been removed.  The Clerk noted that the landlord is Punch
taverns, but that the bottle bank is kept at the discretion of the lessees, Jacobs Inn.  The bottle
bank had been removed because it appeared to attract waste dumping.  The fate of the clothing
and shoe banks is not known.  The Clerk is to write to the lessees to ask whether the decision
might be revisited.  4. Defibrillator: it was reported that the matter of a village defibrillator had
previously been discussed by the Council, but nothing further had been heard.  The Clerk is to
discover the outcome of the previous discussion of the matter.

67/18 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet on Tuesday 10th April  2018
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

68/18 The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm.


