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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Annual General Meeting
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 14th August 2018 at 7.30pm

134/18 Present: Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mr M Brown, Mrs F Forbes, Mr D Price, Mr M Wilkinson
(Clerk).

135/18 Apologies: Mrs D Chapman, Ms N Richardson, Mr N Wiles.

136/18 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 12th June 2018 were approved as amended and
signed.

137/18 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

138/18 District and County Council Reports: none.

139/18 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest: none.

140/18 Administrative Matters: 1. Dinner for previous Chairman: the chairman is to discuss this with
previous office-holders, and will report to the Council in due course.

141/18 Financial Matters: 1. Accounts ’17-18: the Clerk reported that Mr Chris Rippon, who had kindly
undertaken the internal audit, had expressed the wish that this be regarded as pro bono.  The Council
thanked Mr Rippon for this service to the village.  2. Ray Bridge electricity sub-station lease: the Clerk
reported that he had again heard nothing further from Scottish & Southern Energy plc about the renewal
of the sub-station lease.  3. Accounts: the Clerk reported that he had submitted the certificate of
exemption to the external auditor, and had arranged for the publication of the accounts on the village
website in accordance with statutory requirements.  4. Purchase of wicket covers: the Clerk reported
that with the approval of the Chairman, wicket covers had been purchased for the village cricket club.
The cricket club had since made a contribution of £3,550 to the cost.

142/18 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman had nothing to report.  2. Best-kept
Front Garden competition: the Chairman reported that he had arranged for the necessary extension of
the cup plinth, and that the winners, announced at the Village Fête on the 7th July, were Justin and
Lindsay Stead.

143/18 Communications: 1. General Data Protection Regulation: Cllr Forbes reported that the work on
the revised Village Directory continues.  Mrs Stephenson is to provide a copy of the Islip Directory 2016
in electronic format.

144/18 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: the Clerk reported that he had
informed Mr Matthew Scott of Strutt and Parker, the local agents for the Church Commissioners [CC],
of the approval given by Messrs Henman to a permissive right of way inside the hedge from the
Kidlington road chicane to Mill Lane, on land owned by the CC.  Mr Scott had said that the CC would
approve, and that an exchange of letters would be sufficient to the purpose.  The Clerk had asked
whether the CC would like to specify the form of the path: he had received no reply.  2. Traffic Group:
Cllr Price reported that the use of the speed gun had been practised.  The supplier had suggested that a
dedicated computer be used to store and transmit the appropriate data.  The Council is to take advice, and
then purchase the additional equipment, for which funds have already been provided.  It is proposed to
start to use the equipment in earnest 1st September, once the kit is complete, and the police camera in
operation signs have been fixed.  The Clerk is to notify the village of this by means of the Three
Parishes News and info4islip.  It was noted that those vehicles exceeding the speed limit would be
reported to Thames Valley Police [TVP], who will write to the offenders.  The police have stated that the
speed gun may be operated anywhere within the village.  Any further speeding recorded anywhere
within the TVP area will, depending upon the seriousness of the offence, result in prosecution.

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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Offenders found guilty will attract a fine – with points on the licence: there will be not be the option to
go on a TVP corrective training course, as the offender will, by definition, have offended at least twice.
3. Structural report on the Ray Bridge: Cllr Price reported that the traffic surveys to be carried out on
the bridge have yet to be done.  When the work is at last to be addressed, signage on the Wheatley Road
approach to the village is to be improved.  4. Potholes: Cllr Price reported that he is to address the need
for resurfacing at the junction of the High Street with North Street and with Middle Street.  5. Mini-
digger traffic: Cllr Price reported that he had received complaints from villagers about the noise
generated by mini-diggers carried on trailers through the village.  He had tracked down the firm, and
discovered that the diggers are in use in fibre-optic work in the area.  He has been promised that the
drivers will be more considerate in driving through.

145/18 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: (i) Safety: the Chairman reported that the recent ROSPA report
on the playground had noted the need for bark under the zip-wire.  The Chairman proposed and it was
agreed that bark be purchased; this will allow the pursuit of charitable funding towards the £16K cost
of permanent safety surfacing in certain areas of the playground.  The Chairman had so far applied to
Cllr Sames (OCC) for a grant of £1K towards the project.  (ii) Ownership: the Clerk reported that he
had received Terms of Business from Pellmans, and a Statement of Truth about the pursuit of the deeds.
These are to be completed, signed and returned.  2. Trees: the Chairman reported that he is to check
that the work on the Council’s trees is complete, and, if not, to arrange for its completion.

146/18 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported that no planning applications had been
received.  2. Strategic Planning: (i) the Oxford/Cambridge expressway: the Chairman noted that as a
result of the Charlton-on-Otmoor meeting about the three corridors put forward as potentially carrying
routes for the Oxford/Cambridge expressway, a joint working group is to be formed in which he had
expressed an interest on the part of the Council.  Cllr Price noted that the champion of the scheme, who
is also the MP for Milton Keynes, has confirmed government backing for the rail link, but has suggested
a hesitation on the expressway: he has now been promoted to the whips’ office, so will probably resile
from his championship.  (ii) Village Plan – CDC’s rural exception site policy: Cllr Richardson was not
present to report.

147/18 Network Rail: 1. Mural on the pedestrian bridge: Cllr Wiles reported by correspondence he has
received no response from Network Rail to his request for explicit approval of the murals (which are still
subject to a decision by the Council as to whether or not it approves).  Once this is received, the views of
villagers will be canvassed by various means. In the meantime questions about the responsibility for
maintenance, etc, of any artwork are to be raised with Network Rail.  2. Network Rail access and
ownership of recreation ground: the Clerk reported that Manches, solicitors, do not hold the deeds.

148/18 Village Hall: Cllr Chapman was not present to report.

149/18 Education: there was nothing to report.

150/18 Health: Defibrillator: the Clerk reported that the multi-purpose (child and adult) defibrillator
selected by the Council in a locked cabinet had not been ordered from BHF because the BHF terms of
grant required an open cabinet, and the grant application form asked for a statement on the need for
grant: the Clerk felt that the Council would be hard-put to justify its application for grant given its cash
reserves. This was agreed.  Cllr Forbes is to bring a recommendation to the Council.

151/18 Public Transport: there was nothing to report.

152/18 Security: the invitation to refill salt bins prior to the winter was reported.  The Chairman is to
check levels.

153/18 Any Other Business: 1. Litter bin Lower Street: the Clerk reported that the volunteer litter-picker
for Lower Street, Mrs Sally Wale, had asked that the litter-bin on the Village Green, Lower Street, which
had been lost to floodwater, be replaced.  Mrs Wale was thanked for her work in Lower Street, and the
Clerk was instructed to contact CDC about a replacement bin.  2. Millennium Walk sign and stile: the
Clerk reported that the sign, on Cross Tree Green, had fallen into disrepair; the cost of refurbishment by
Kidlington Joinery is £170: it was agreed to commission the refurbishment, and that the Clerk investigate
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the clearance of vegetation on the Cross Tree Green side of the Red Lion boundary wall. The Clerk is to
arrange for the stabilisation of the stile at the weir on the Millennium Walk.  3. Fly-tipping: the Clerk
reported that a single mattress and a sizeable piece of foam had been dumped in Mill Lane, and had been
moved into the New Burial Ground car-park to discourage imitators.  CDC had been informed.  4.
Sports Association: the Chairman reported that the Sports Association proposed to dissolve itself, as
there is now only one sports club [Islip Cricket Club].  The Chairman is to discover the rights and
responsibilities of the Sports Association before its rôle is taken on by the Council.

154/18 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet on Tuesday 11th September 2018 at
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

155/18 The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm.


