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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting 
Islip Village Hall 
Tuesday 12th September 2017 at 7.30pm 
 
165/17 Present: Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mrs F Forbes, Ms N Richardson, Mr R Venables, 

Mr N Wiles, Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk).   
 
166/17 Apologies: Mr M Brown. 
 
167/17 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 11th July 2017 were approved and signed.  
 
168/17 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.  

 
169/17 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Dan Sames (OCC) reported on the Clerk’s 

email to him of 28th June 2017, and consultations and meetings he had held with the Traffic 
Group; he promised the Council that he would raise the matters of the refreshment of white lines 
at the junction of the Kidlington Road and the A34 slip road.  He noted that the introduction of 
stop signs at the junction had been ruled out on the grounds of the structure of the junction.  He 
is to enquire as to the possibility of 20mph warning signs on the Wheatley Road approach to the 
village.  He also noted that the structural report on the Ray Bridge had been for the moment 
misplaced, subsequent to a change in personnel at the County, but that he is to chase this up.  He 
is next to visit the village 10th October to meet the Traffic Group at the Ray Bridge. 

 
170/17 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest: 

Cllr Richardson declared an interest in planning for Hill House, Wheatley Road.  
 

171/17 Administrative Matters: 1. Council vacancies: the Chairman asked again whether any 
villager might be interested in joining the Council.  The Clerk or any Councillor will be happy 
to discuss the operation of the Council with anyone interested.  

 
172/17 Financial Matters: 1. Accounts 2016-17: the signed off accounts are still not to hand.  

2. Financial Statements to 31.8.17: the Clerk had circulated financial statements to 31.8.17; 
these are to be reviewed at the next meeting of the Council. 

 
173/17 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman intends to complete the plan in 

time for the next meeting of the Council.  2. Dog fouling/dogs off leads: the Chairman reported 
that he had spoken to the owner of a dog running free on the playing field, and explained why 
leads are required – so that owners can easily retrieve any dog mess and deposit it in one of the 
several bins provided.  3. Church Commissioners: the Clerk reported that he and the Chairman 
had met a representative of the local agents of the Church Commissioners, Matthew Scott of 
Strutt and Parker, on Wednesday 12th July.  Mr Scott promised that trees on Church 
Commissioners’ land farmed by John and Megan Henman (between Jacob’s Field and the weir) 
are to be pollarded, and that trees on the eyot are to be trimmed where there is a risk of limbs 
falling onto neighbouring property or into the river.  The sometime impassability of the 
Oxfordshire Way where it now crosses the old fish farms at the bottom of North Street was 
raised, and is to be pursued by him.  The poor maintenance of the Oxfordshire Way as it runs 
along by the Lynch was raised; Mr Scott promised that its proper maintenance would be a 
condition of the lease when the farm is re-let.  The putative right of way across the Green 
(south-east of the Ray Bridge) was discussed.  Mr Scott explained that the Commissioners are 

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely 
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest” 
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usually reluctant to grant rights of way.  The Clerk emailed Mr Scott subsequently, setting out a 
minute of the meeting, and the following: 

 
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06026 
 
Establishing a right of way - Commons Library briefing ... 
researchbriefings.parliament.uk 
 
A common rights of way issue raised by constituents concerns the options available for 
formalising a right of way. 
 
This note highlights a variety of relevant legal provisions and procedures and provides a 
summary timeline of the key legislative acts which have shaped the classifications of rights 
of way since 1949. The options available depend on how the path came to be of use in the 
first place and if it has any official classification on the Definitive Map for the area. The 
Definitive Map records all recognised rights of way. 
 
The most common way that rights of way come into existence is by presumed dedication. 
There is a long established principle that long use by the public without challenge can 
constitute evidence that the landowner intended to dedicate the used route as a public right 
of way. Presumed dedication can take place by common law or statute law. Statute law 
requires a period of use of 20 years from the point the use of the path is brought into 
question. Common law dedication may require less time. 
 
Overall, the rights of way officer at the relevant local authority will be the most appropriate 
person to contact regarding clarification of the status of any path in question as well the 
required procedures to make changes to the Definitive Map. 

 
It was agreed that the Clerk is to contact Countryside Services at Oxfordshire County Council 
about the process.  The Clerk is also to check whether any diversion of the Oxfordshire Way 
has formal approval. 

 
174/17 Communications: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes is to apply for a grant available for the 

establishment of the Council’s website in relation to the Council’s compliance with the 
Transparency Code.  It was agreed that the application should now include funds for a laptop 
computer.   

 
175/17 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements: obstruction of the pavement across from 

the Old Rectory has not yet been cleared.  The Clerk had contacted the Old Rectory, and been 
directed to Mrs Skinner, who still owns the relevant land. The Clerk had emailed Mrs Skinner. 
2. 20mph Zone: Mr Dennis Price confirmed that the signage of the 20mph zone in the village is 
complete, but that there is as yet no warning on the Wheatley Road approach that a 20 mph zone 
is ahead; the no limit zone on Mill Street has now been removed. The electronic speed sign at 
the southern end of the bridge is in process of replacement.  3. Speed Gun: progress on 
discussions with a number of other councils was reported by the Traffic Group.  Should Islip’s 
share of any potential cost be reasonable, then the Council is to make a grant to the Traffic 
Group.  The Chairman congratulated the group on its work.  4. Further structural report on 
the Ray Bridge: Cllr Dan Sames (OCC) reported that there had been personnel changes at 
OCC, and that the report appears at least temporarily to have been mislaid.  The Traffic Group 
is to remind OCC that the report is now awaited.  5. Pedestrian safety on the bridge: the Clerk 
reported that the Council had received proposals from certain traffic consultants, but noted that 
traffic surveys had been mooted.  The Traffic Group is to provide the Clerk with a means of 
accessing previous surveys.  6. Accident blackspot A34 slip road: Council Sames of OCC 
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reported that the road configuration precluded the introduction of stop signs at the junction of 
the Kidlington Road and the A34 slip road.  It was again stressed by Cllr Venables that the 
junction as it stands will in the end lead to a serious accident if nothing is done.  7. Oxfordshire 
Way: the Chairman reported that the headland of the field beyond the Lynch had been ploughed 
to the extent that the previously worn footpath of the Oxfordshire Way had been ploughed in, 
and the residual headland is impassable because of brambles and nettles.  OCC’s Countryside 
Services have been informed. 

 
176/17 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: the Chairman reminded the Council that the bark under 

the zip wire is already in need of attention, as now reported following the annual ROSPA 
review,  but that any alternative surfacing would now have to wait until the new year. Cllr 
Richardson reported that Dr South’s School had used Schoolscapes, and that the safety 
surfacing had proved most effective.  It was agreed to seek advice and a quotation from Mr 
Stewart (who constructed the playground), and, if the cost warranted it, to seek three tenders in 
total, bringing these to the Council.  It was agreed that in the meantime the Clerk should order 
three bags of bark.  It was agreed to put up notices at the entrances to the playground and on the 
basketball wall warning users not to climb onto the playground equipment where it is not 
designed for climbing 2. Burial Ground: the Clerk reported that a villager had asked why the 
car park by the burial ground is not mown.  The clerk had noted that the car park is, in fact, 
gravelled.  It was agreed that the Clerk is to look into the clearance of the carpark.  
3. Allotments: Waiting list: the Clerk reported Michelle Ashworth would like to join the 
waiting list for a Parish Council allotment.  4. Trees: the Chairman reported that he had 
received three tenders for a survey of the trees for which the Council is responsible (on the 
playing field, the Millennium Wood, the allotments, the Village Green), and the removal of a 
dead tree on the Village Green, Lower Street.  His recommendation of one contractor on the 
grounds of price, quickness of response, and locality was accepted.  The Council resolved to 
accept the tender. 

 
177/17 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported on planning applications: 
 

Address Application number/details Decision 
Mr David Paterson, Hill 
House, Bridge Street 

17/01293/F 
demolish existing stone wall, 
rebuild in limestone with oak 
gate  

CDC approved 
 
 

Mrs Louise Edwards, 
Japonica, Church Lane 
 

17/00740/F 
first floor extension to the rear 
to form en-suite 

CDC approved 

Mr & Mrs Charles Shaw, 
Greengage Barn, Mill 
Street 

17/01529/F 
single storey extension 

No objection, neighbours’ 
submissions to be taken into 
account 

 
2. Strategic Planning: Cllr Venables reported that Cherwell District Council has extended the 
deadline for consultation on its partial review of the local plan, and is in the near future to carry 
out a full review.  The Council might as part of this process support Mr Hugo Llewellyn’s 
proposals for the Oil Dump site.  Cllr Venables suggested, too, that the Council now pursue the 
possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan, as strongly supported by MP John Howell, at a cost 
previously estimated at some £20K, but which might now be expected to be reducing.  Cllr 
Richardson strongly supported this proposal.  The Clerk was instructed to contact the 
Neighbourhood Plan Team at Cherwell District Council to investigate.   3. Bare licences: the 
bare licences issued to those on Collice Street occupying (at the margin) PC land have yet to be 
reviewed.  
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178/17 Network Rail: 1. Railings on the playing field: Cllr Wiles is to ask NR why the fencing on 

the playing field is of lesser quality than that erected further along the track, and to inform NR 
that the existing fencing has been breached.  2. Network Rail access: the Clerk reported that he 
and the Chairman had met with Pellman’s, Eynsham, to discuss the deed of grant.  The Clerk is 
to investigate the matter as to who (Parish Council as trustees, or the National Playing Fields 
Association) has the authority to grant the limited access required.  It was noted that Network 
Rail has installed the gate prior to the deed of grant’s having been completed, on the basis, it is 
believed, of the heads of terms of the deed of grant signed off by the Chairman.  3. Mural: Cllr 
Wiles had raised the matter on more than one occasion, but reported that NR appears not to wish 
to engage on the matter.  
 

179/17 Village Hall: 1. Kitchen: Cllr Venables reported that the kitchen refurbishment is complete.  
It was asked from the floor why a glasswasher had been installed rather than a dishwasher.  It 
was explained that dishes are rinsed and then are in fact run through the glasswasher.  
2. Carpark: Cllr Venables is yet to pursue the matter of the car-park extension, and is to look 
particularly into the matter of the areas of land the Council has agreed are to be exchanged.  He 
is to draw up a schedule of action which might be taken up by others on the Village Hall 
management committee.  3. Management: the Chairman and the Clerk reported that complaints 
had been received subsequent to a party held in the VH on Saturday 2nd September, and that 
other parties in recent weeks had raised similar concerns.  The Chairman noted the high noise 
level, and that windows and doors had been wide open.  The Clerk noted that unruly behaviour 
by those leaving the function had also been reported.  The Chairman asked Cllr Venables to 
remind the Village Hall management of its own rules, particularly with regard to doors and 
windows, and the use of the terrace rather than the Village Hall apron for smoking, etc.  He also 
noted that the sound level of any performer can be monitored, and a power cut-out, operated at a 
certain noise level, can be used to limit the amplification volume.  He also asked Cllr Venables 
for a copy of the Village Hall hire agreement, and whether there might be some means of 
addressing untoward behaviour as it arose rather than after the fact.  It might be possible to ask 
hirers to remind visitors to leave respectfully at the end of a function.  Cllr Venables is to report 
back to the Council. 

 
180/17 Education: there was nothing to report. 
 
181/17 Health: there was nothing to report. 
 
182/17 Public Transport: there was nothing to report. 
 
183/17 Security: 1. Neighbourhood Watch: the Chairman is to contact Neighbourhood Watch to 

try to establish some form of reporting to the Clerk, so that anything of note can be distributed 
to the village by means of info4islip.  2. Trees, Kidlington Road: Cllr Venables proposed and 
the Council resolved to offer to buy trees to replace those destroyed by vandals on the green 
where the Kidlington Road leaves the village.  The trees had been planted with the full 
agreement of Oxfordshire County Council.  The Clerk was instructed to consult interested 
parties. 

 
184/17 Any Other Business: 1. Overhanging Vegetation: the Clerk reported that the overhanging 

vegetation in King’s Head Lane reported by Mr Brian Henman had reportedly been cut back, 
but that Mr Henman had recently enquired as to why nothing had happened. The Clerk is to 
contact the owner of the relevant property to report Mr Henman’s request that higher level 
vegetation be cut back.  2. Tour of Britain: the Chairman noted that the Tour of Britain had 
passed successfully through the village, with impressive efficiency on the part of the police.  
3. Garden Frontage competition: the Chairman offered his apologies to the Council and to the 
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village for having overlooked his duty to arrange the best-kept garden frontage competition for 
2017.  He is to write to Ms Sue Bedwell to apologise, and to ask whether she is prepared to 
judge the competition next year. 

 
185/17 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet on Tuesday 10th 

October 2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 
186/17 The Meeting Closed at 9.15 pm 


