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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
preceded by a meeting of the Church Commissioners and Expressway sub-group [see minute
44/20 and 52/20 below]
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 7.30pm

I certify that these minutes are a true reflection
 of the events that took place

                                                                              date:             signed:

40/20 Present: Mr M Brown, Dr P Collins, Mrs F Forbes, Mr D Price, Ms N Richardson,
Mr N Wiles (Chairman), Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk), Mr D Sames (OCC)

41/20 Apologies: Mrs D Chapman

42/20 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 11th February 2020 were approved and
signed.

43/20 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

44/20 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Sames (OCC) was asked about the possibility
of the Church Commissioners’ ambitions for building 3,000 houses around Islip.  His
understanding is that under current planning and Green Belt conditions, permission is very
unlikely.  On the Thames Water works, it was agreed that the Clerk should email Cllr Sames
after the meeting as to the Council’s unease about the inactivity in Church Lane, and the
inaccessibility of the shop, which has reportedly lost 80% of its turnover; Cllr Sames is to meet
TW on the 11th March, and will raise there the Council’s concerns.  On the Church
Commissioners’ plans for greater Islip, Cllr Sames noted that greater Islip is not regarded by the
planning authorities as a fallback option for the accommodation of Oxford’s putative housing
needs: the use of the North Oxford Golf Course, etc, is predicated on Oxford’s needs being
satisfied as near to Oxford as possible.

45/20 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

46/20  Administrative matters: the Clerk suggested an approach to the recruitment of a
replacement Clerk.  Cllr Collins proposed and it was agreed that he discuss the recruitment
process with the Clerk.

47/20  Financial Matters: Budget 2020 – grass cutting: the Clerk reported that the cut of the
playing field had been placed with the current contractor for the rest of the village with the
agreement of the cricket club.  This had been done because the contractor previously cutting the
playing field had given up the contract.

48/20 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: Cllr Collins had completed a draft flood
management plan.  The view of the Environment Agency is to be sought as to whether
embankment of the land on Mill Street opposite the Causey and parts of the Village Green
might be useful, together with an increase in the height of the bund by The Stank.  The Clerk
noted that historically Otmoor acted as a flood plain.  Brian Henman, from the floor, noted that
as more and more land is taken up in Bicester, etc, so surface water run-off into water courses
can only increase, and that the dykes and pumps had been installed on Otmoor in the ’60s to

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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allow agricultural production: there is no longer any such production on Otmoor.  The Clerk
understands (TBC) that the RSPB does not allow floodwater from the River Ray onto the moor,
so that its function as a flood plain has been lost.

Doreen Cole, from the floor, told the Council that during the recent flooding, raw sewage had
been discharged onto the highway in Mill Street from the unsealable manhole in the drive of
her property; this is known to Thames Water, who consider this acceptable in order to preserve
the flow of sewage from other residences in Mill Street.  The Clerk reported that TW had
addressed similar problems in Charlton-on-Otmoor.  The Clerk is to look into whether this
activity complies with statutory and regulatory requirements.  2. Re-wilding:  a suggestion that
the Parish Council allow the re-wilding of several of the grassed areas of the village had been
received.   It was agreed that Mill Lane, the verges of which are no longer to be cut in the
growing season, might be suitable, as is the greater part of the Millennium Wood.  It was
agreed to await the full proposal of the wildlife group before making a more widespread
decision on re-wilding of the village.

49/20 Traffic, Highways, and Footpaths: 1. Speed limit zone: the Clerk reported that some
villagers had noted that the speed limit zone is to be altered at a cost of some £3K, and had
asked whether the Council would consider the installation of speed humps in Middle Street.
The Council noted that the cost of speed humps (estimated at some £5K each if bought in bulk)
is prohibitive, and that where speed humps had been historically installed in the village (and
elsewhere), they had led to complaints of the noise generated by traffic, particularly of trailers,
driving at speed over the humps: unfortunately, modern suspension systems largely defeat the
objective, i.e. the deterrence of speeding over the humps.  Cllr Price noted that TVP  hasn’t the
resources to cope with more than two or three reports of ten or twelve speeding vehicles per
week – and that this is itself a goodwill gesture by an officer now transferred from these duties.
2. Mill Lane – light nuisance: the Clerk reported that Cllr Chapman had been unable to contact
the resident, so the Clerk had written a letter stating the Council’s position.  No reply had been
received. It was noted that the property appeared to have been recently sold, so that the matter
might now be closed.  3. Islip Bridge: the Clerk reported that OCC had informed him that the
contractors (Skanskia) were to re-submit proposals to make the bridge one-way for the
foreseeable future, with traffic lights and a raised pedestrian footway – the objective being to
continue to allow heavy local vehicular traffic across the bridge, but to keep all traffic away
from the edges of the bridge.

50/20 PC Properties: 1. Playground: Cllr Collins has placed the contract to repair the
playground equipment with the original supplier.  2. The Village Green, Lower Street: the
Clerk confirmed that all three parties to the damage to the posts on the Village Green had
agreed to replace the lost posts.

51/20 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported on the following applications.
Ricky Blundell-Shaw addressed the Council on the first application, noting the dominant
height of the new roofline, the inappropriateness of the wood cladding, and the difficulty of
access to and from the site for, e.g., skip lorries.

Address Application number/details Decision
Cherry Holt
Middle Street

20/00504/F
extension upwards, timber
cladding

PC objection to height and
timber cladding
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Jacob’s Field
Islip

20/00479/F
2 no. glass houses

PC to review

52/20 Strategic Planning: Greater Islip – Church Commissioners’ and the
Oxford/Cambridge Expressway sub-group report: see minute 44/20 above.  Cllr Collins
noted that the local MP, John Howell, has suggested that the Expressway will not now go
ahead.  The latter told the Oxford Mail on 20th February, “I am anticipating that the decision
will be taken to scrap it.”  Final confirmation of this by central government is awaited.

53/20 Network Rail /Chiltern Railways - right of way: the Clerk had heard nothing further.

54/20 Village Hall: Function and funding: Cllr Chapman reported that new doors for the Village
Hall are yet to be hung.

55/20 Health: Cllr Forbes is to liaise with Sally McQuillan of the Three Parishes Good
Neighbour Scheme (TPGNS), the shop, and possibly the school to establish a service for those
who might need to self-isolate under the Coronavirus emergency.

56/20 Security - Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Forbes had nothing to report.  The Clerk reported
that a cold caller had asked in the Kidlington Road whether a householder had land for sale;
villagers are warned not to enter into negotiation with such cold callers, and are asked to report
them to the Clerk.

57/20 Any other business: 1. Litter pick and weeding: Cllr Chapman has liaised with Cllr
Collins and fixed a time and a date of 10 a.m., Saturday 28th March.

58/20 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet (preceded by a short meeting
of the Council’s Church Commissioners and Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Group) on
Tuesday 14th April 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

59/20 The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm.


