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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Annual General Meeting
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 8th May 2018 at 7.30pm

90/18 Present: Mrs D Chapman, Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mrs F Forbes [co-opted – minute
96/18 1 below], Mr M Brown, Mr D Price, Ms N Richardson, Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk).

91/18 Apologies: none.

92/18 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 10th April 2018 were approved as
amended and signed.

93/18 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

94/18 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Tim Hallchurch attended the meeting, noting
that CDC had barely changed following the recent election.  He noted that Cllr Sames (OCC)
might have funds available for the work needed on the playground; the Chairman is to follow
this up.  Cllr Hallchurch suggested that the PC consider carefully the preparation of a
Neighbourhood Plan.  CDC officers Sunita Burke and David Peckford kindly attended the
meeting, to present the advantages of neighbourhood planning.  In response to questions from
Cllr Richardson, it was confirmed that

1. neighbourhood Plans are constrained by district council local plans;
2. the CDC local plan currently excludes to date any development in the Green Belt

(despite the proposals for Kidlington/north Oxford);
3. Islip is entirely within the Green Belt;
4. development of even brownfield sites (such as the Oil Dump) within the Green Belt is

not permissible under the current local plan;
5. neighbourhood plans are extraordinarily time and energy consuming, costly, and not

long-lasting – five to ten years being the optimal life of a plan;
6. the documented backing of the village for limited development of the Oil Dump is

sufficient to allow the Council to continue to support this limited development.

The CDC officers noted, however, that the limiting factors are not set in stone, and also made
reference to rural exception planning, which sets demanding conditions.  The Council agreed
that it would await the outcome of the various re-writes of national and local policy before any
action is taken; the possibility that REP might apply to the putative development of the Oil
Dump is to be investigated by Cllr Richardson [contact: Fiona Brown, CDC].  Cllr Hallchurch
and the CDC officers were warmly thanked for their contribution to the meeting.

95/18 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
the Chairman proposed and it was agreed that the acceptance of office forms and the statements
of interest for the new Council are to be completed at the next meeting.

96/18 Administrative Matters: 1. Election of officers: it was proposed, seconded and
unanimously approved that Dr Peter Collins be elected Chairman Dr Collins accepted his
election.  It was proposed, seconded and approved that Ms Fiona Forbes be co-opted onto the
Council; Mrs Forbes was then elected Deputy Chairman.  Mr Nathan Wiles was not present at
the meeting: the Council hopes to co-opt Mr Wiles at its next meeting on the understanding that
he is willing to continue as a councillor.  2. Elections and co-option: the Clerk noted that the
five councillors nominated for election were elected unopposed 3rd May, so that the Council has

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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statutory democratic legitimacy.  Co-option is in accordance with statutory requirements, so that
co-opted councillors, too, have democratic legitimacy.

97/18 Financial Matters: 1. Accounts ’17-18: the Clerk reported that he had approached
Kidlington PC for advice on a putative internal auditor, and that the charge for the service
would be £200.  It was agreed that the Chairman would enquire of the village whether someone
sufficiently qualified might be happy to undertake the internal audit.  The Annual Return to be
submitted for 2017-18 is similar to that previously submitted; this includes the requirement that
an internal audit be carried out and documented.  2. Ray Bridge electricity sub-station lease:
the Clerk had been contacted on behalf of Scottish & Southern Energy Plc about the renewal of
the sub-station lease; the Clerk had asked for more information, as when the matter had
previously been raised, some few years ago, it had been inconclusive.  3. Clerk’s pay: the
Chairman proposed and it was agreed that this be raised at the next meeting.

98/18 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman had nothing to report.
2. Sewage pumping: the Clerk had contacted Thames water, and been assured that the
extraction of sewage by lorry from the pumping station by the Ray Bridge has ended; this was
confirmed from the floor.  3. Kerbside collection of glass: the Clerk reported that Cherwell
District Council previously operated the glass recycling facility at the Red Lion, which was
removed at the request of Jacobs Inn.  A CDC notice asking for alternative sites was apparently
not brought to the PC’s attention.  When asked whether CDC had a statutory obligation for the
kerbside collection of glass, CDC’s response that the provision of recycling facilities discharges
its responsibility.  The Council is to discuss the possibility of establishing an alternative site for
a bottle bank, but is aware that such a facility can be noisy and can attract waste dumping.

99/18 Communications: 1. General Data Protection Regulation: Cllr Forbes reported that
GDPR considerations are to be applied in the case of the Islip Directory.  The Council
understands that the info4islip data is acceptably kept under GDPR as long as it is used for the
designated purpose.

100/18 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: the Clerk reported that
Mr Matthew Scott of Strutt and Parker, the local agents for the Church Commissioners, had not
replied to his emails and reminders asking about the putative permissive right of way inside the
hedge from the Kidlington road chicane to Mill Lane, on land owned by the Church
Commissioners.  The Clerk had contacted Cllr Dan Sames, OCC, about the possibility of
culverting the ditch along the road to Mill Lane, and backfilling with gravel, etc, to form a
french drain, making a footpath alongside the highway.  Cllr Sames is to make enquiries.
2. Traffic Group: Cllr Price is to pass the specification of the speed gun equipment to the
Clerk, who will order the equipment.  Cllr Price noted that recalibration of the speed gun, if
requested, would cost £200.  3. Structural report on the Ray Bridge: the Clerk had reminded
OCC’s bridge engineer on 26th April, but had so far received no reply.  It was reported from the
floor that the bridge superstructure is now falling into a dangerous state of disrepair.  The Clerk
is to bring this to the engineer’s attention.  4. Potholes: the Clerk reported that he had
photographed the road surface at the junction of Middle Street and High Street, and submitted
this, as Clerk, to fixmystreet.  5. Zebra crossing: Cllr Price noted that once the Council had
completed its work on the speed gun, it might turn its attention to the provision of a zebra
crossing by Dr South’s School.

101/18 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: the Chairman reported that Mr Stewart (who constructed
the playground) had visited the playground, and quoted for work.  The Chairman is to ask for a
revised quotation.  Cllr Brown noted that the latch on the playground gate had been broken off.
The Chairman is to look into this and its replacement.  2. Trees: the Chairman reported that
work on the Council’s trees had started.
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102/18 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: there was nothing to report.  2. Strategic Planning:
see minute 94/18 above.

103/18 Network Rail: 1. Mural on the pedestrian bridge: the Clerk reported that it could not yet
be confirmed that Network Rail has approved in writing the putative mural on the
pedestrian/equestrian bridge.  It was again noted that the Council has yet to decide whether or
not it approves.  2. Network Rail access and ownership of recreation ground: it was agreed
that the Clerk should determine the approximate cost of registration of ownership of the playing
field, and should check with the village archives and with the original mortgage provider
whether the deeds or other proof of ownership is in evidence.

104/18 Village Hall: representation of the PC on the VH management committee is to be put on the
agenda for the next meeting.

105/18 Education: there was nothing to report.

106/18 Health: Defibrillator: Cllr Forbes noted that a BHF grant is available towards the cost of
a designated defibrillator, providing that the applicant can provide £600.  The Clerk reported
that the Village Hall had agreed in principle that the defibrillator be fixed to the wall of the
VH, a precondition of grant application.  Once a decision is made as to which defibrillator and
cabinet are to be purchased, the Clerk is to order these in conjunction with an application for
the BHF grant.

107/18 Public Transport: there was nothing to report.

108/18 Security: there was nothing to report.

109/18 Any Other Business: 1. Oxford/Cambridege expressway: the Chairman noted that local
councils were lobbying against the possibility of the route crossing Otmoor, and it was agreed
that the Council should support this lobbying.  2. Date of October meeting: the Clerk is to
write to the co-ordinator of the Good Neighbour Scheme to confirm that the PC is unwilling to
change the date or location of its October meeting.

110/18 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet on Tuesday 12th June 2018 at
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

111/18 The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm.


