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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 10th January 2017 at 7.30pm
9/17 Present: Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mrs D Nudds, Mrs F Forbes, Mr R Venables, Mr M

Wilkinson (Clerk)
10/17 Apologies: Mr N Wiles
11/17 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 8th November 2016 and 4th January 2017 were

approved and signed.
12/17 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: None.
13/17 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hallchurch was not present to report.
14/17 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:None.
15/17 Administrative Matters: 1. Co-option: the Chairman reminded the meeting that there are

two vacancies on the Council, and reported that he is following up some promising leads.
16/17 Financial Matters: 1. Financial report ’16-17 and budget ’17-18: the Clerk had

circulated to Councillors a forecast for the current financial year ’16-17, and a draft budget on
an existing commitments basis for 2017-18.  The forecast was accepted.  The Council discussed
the draft budget, and made amendments to include expenditure on the 20 mph zone, and on the
probable need once again to replenish the bark in the play area.  The amended budget was then
approved, and the precept set.

17/17 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman confirmed that the plan has not
yet been finalised, but that he expects to complete it shortly.  2. Dog Fouling/Dogs off Leads:
no fresh complaints had been received by the Council.  3. Church Commissioners: Cllr
Venables reported that the Church Commissioners had offered a date for a meeting which he
was unable to accept; he will inform the Council when an alternative date has been set.  He
noted that the CC had made a submission to the National Infrastructure Report which is not yet
available to the public.  The Chairman noted that the Railway Consortium had previously raised
the possibility that ex-Church Commissioners’ land to the north-east of the old level crossing
might be entrusted to the village as an orchard, as part of the potential settlement between the
Railway Consortium and Church Commissioners, because Network Rail is not permitted to end
up owning land following the line upgrade.  Cllr Venables is to raise this at the meeting with the
CC.

18/17 Communications: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes advised that the website is now set up, but that
refinements is still needed, and the Council’s section has yet to be populated.  The Chairman
congratulated her on the progress made.  The Council will be notified when the site is ready to
go live.

19/17 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Bollards/White Lines/Potholes: Cllr Nudds
reported that the white lines in the village would now be refreshed by OCC using 2017-18
funds.  2. Traffic Report: Mr Dennis Price spoke for the Traffic Group, noting that the broken

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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cat’s eyes south of the bridge are to be replaced by larger cat’s eyes.  3. Play area: the
Chairman reported that repair of the hobby horse is still outstanding.  4. Incident reports: it
was noted that overweight vehicles and incidents arising from traffic on the Ray Bridge and
elsewhere in the village can be recorded by email to isliptrafficincidents@gmail.com .
Suspected overweight vehicles can also be reported using the Oxford Trading Standards
website.  The Chairman reported that there had been another near miss at the bottom of King’s
Head Lane.  Villagers are advised to take extreme care in approaching the junction from the
direction of Mill Street.  4. Structural Report: the Council is still awaiting a copy of the OCC
engineer’s structural report on the Ray Bridge. The Council is now to write to OCC, noting that
a copy of the report has still not been forthcoming, and requesting a copy under the Freedom of
Information Act.  Cllr Nudds noted that OCC is to improve the signs warning of pedestrian use
of the bridge, and the white line designating the edge of the road to be observed should
pedestrians be crossing.  She also reported that the streetlight to the north of the bridge is partly
obscured by vegetation; the Council is to look into this.

20/17 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: nothing to report. 2. Burial Ground: nothing to report.
21/17 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: in Cllr Wiles’s absence, the Clerk advised on the

recent applications received and circulated ahead of the meeting:
Address Application number/details Decision
The Grange, Mill Street 16/02466/F Mrs Ann Conibear:

removal of existing side
extension and replacement on
existing footprint.

No objection; neighbour
comment to be taken into
account

2. Strategic Planning: the Chairman reported that subsequent to the extraordinary meeting of
the Council 4th January, the Council had formally submitted its views to CDC on the proposed
revision of CDC’s Local Plan Part 1.  In summary, the village does not support any of the
Church Commissioners’ proposals, but continues to support (as it has to date) the development
of the Oil Dump site - limited to 35 market dwellings, 15  affordable homes, and a care
home/sheltered housing of some 50 units.  The Council thanked villagers for their attendance at
the 4th January meeting, and for their contributions.  Cllr Venables proposed that the Council’s
submission and that of Newcore (the owner of the Oil Dump site) should be made available to
villagers by publication on the Islip PC website once this is functioning; this was agreed.  Cllr
Venables also proposed that an historical timeline of the village’s activity respect of the site be
published, along with the prospective timeline for the CDC Local Plan revision process; this
was agreed.  Cllr Venables noted that some of the sites proposed for Kidlington would take
10,000 homes, so whether Islip’s proposals gain traction is a matter for speculation.

22/17 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Road damage: it was reported that the post-work survey of
the roads has been carried out.  It was agreed that the Council should write to ask for copies of
this and the pre-work survey, pointing out that if these are not received in good time, an
application for them will be made under the Freedom of Information Act.  2. Community
investment projects: It was noted that the rail consortium had now been dissolved; it was
agreed that Network Rail be contacted about the need to access to the sound barriers along the
western edge of the playing field, and any quid pro quo which might be agreed.

23/17 Village Hall: 1. Update: Cllr Venables reported that the Village Hall is undergoing
refurbishment, including tidying up the main entrance, and replacing the toilets by the front
door.  In response to a question from the floor, he confirmed that the Village Hall is in
discussion with Mr Justin Stead about the need to bring the kitchen up to proper health and
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safety standards.  He confirmed that the exchange, previously agreed, of Council land with that
of the Village Hall would shortly be instigated.  2. Car Parking: it was noted from the floor
that the Railway Consortium representative had said that Nat Rail’s staff were afforded time off
to allow them to carry out works (such as the school playground earthworks) using Nat Rail
equipment.  Cllr Venables is to consider this in relation to the Village Hall extension of the car
park to the south of the existing overflow car park.

24/17 Education: the Chairman noted that Dr South’s School is still looking for a paid school
crossing person.  If any reading this are interested, or knows of someone who might be
interested, then they are asked to contact Dr South’s.

25/17 Public Transport: the Chairman reported that Chiltern Railways’ commuter service (now
involving a journey first into Oxford Parkway in the morning), had been improved by the
introduction of a similar detour in the evening, which should guarantee an evening journey
returning from Marylebone to Islip of an hour and twenty minutes.  The possibility is being
examined that CR is in breach of a statutory obligation to provide certain services to Islip.

26/17 Health: the Clerk reported that when he was the Council’s portfolio holder for health, he
was approached by Ms Sally McQuillan, the co-ordinator for the parishes/Islip Medical Centre
matters.  She asked that the Council promote a Good Neighbour Scheme.  The Clerk set out
what appeared to be the advantages of such a scheme, and suggested that the PC recommend
the scheme to the village via info4islip and the Parish Magazine, giving contact details for the
Clerk and for Ms McQuillan This was agreed by the Council.

27/17 Security: Cllr Venables congratulated the Chairman on his prompt action at the time of
being informed of a scam actually taking place in the village.  OCC Trading standards officers,
to whom thanks are also due, were informed, and attended the scene immediately, defeating the
objective of the scammer.

28/17 AOB: 1. Outstanding invoices: the Clerk reported that two invoices issued in 2016 by the
Council are to be followed up.  2. Footpath: it was noted from the floor that signs prohibiting
access to the village green (the water meadow to the south of the bridge) had been erected at
both ends of the green.  It was reported from the floor that the track had been used as a footpath
by one villager at least for some 35 years.  It was suggested, too, that an historical drovers’ track
followed the river, and that it had long ago been used as a footpath for the burial of Noke’s dead
in Islip churchyard.  The Council is to look into this matter.

29/17 Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th February 2017
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

30/17 The Meeting Closed at 9.00pm


