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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 14th February 2017 at 7.30pm

31/17 Present: Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mrs F Forbes, Mrs D Nudds, Mr N Wiles,
Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk)

32/17 Apologies: Mr R Venables

33/17 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of 10th January 2017 were approved and signed.

34/17 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

35/17 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hallchurch was not present to report.

36/17 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

37/17 Administrative Matters: 1. Co-option: the Chairman confirmed that there are still two
vacancies on the Council, and reported that he continues to follow up several possibilities.
Council portfolios will be redistributed once the Council has a full complement of councillors.
2. Risk Register: it was resolved to consider the Risk Register at the next meeting of the
Council.  3. Standing Orders: it was resolved that the Clerk should edit the NALC draft
Standing Orders to suit the Council’s operating procedures, and submit the edited version to the
Chairman for recommendation to the next meeting of the Council.

38/17 Financial Matters: 1. Training: the Chairman reminded the Council that he and the Clerk
are to attend a training session on the 15th February.  A brief report will be made at the next
meeting.  2. Financial Regulations: it was resolved that the Clerk should edit the NALC draft
Financial Regulations to suit the Council’s operating procedures, and submit the edited version
to the Chairman for recommendation to the next meeting of the Council.

39/17 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman confirmed that the plan has not
yet been finalised, but that he expects to complete it shortly.  2. Dog Fouling/Dogs off Leads:
the Clerk reported that complaints had been received about dog fouling at the Mill Street end of
the Millennium Walk, and by the equestrian bridge.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should
point out to those dog-owners who may not have noticed them, that there are dog bins at the
foot of the equestrian bridge, and at both the Mill Street and the Bridge Street ends of the
Millennium Walk: these bins are red, are marked to show their purpose, and are evidently
visible to most, but (pitifully) not to all dog owners.  If anyone knows of those who need help in
finding the dog bins, please inform the Clerk.  3. Church Commissioners: Cllr Venables
reported, via the Chairman, that the Church Commissioners are to meet representatives of the
Council on 3rd March.

40/17 Communications: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes advised that the website is now operational.
The Chairman congratulated her on the progress made.  Cllr Forbes offered a vote of thanks to
Mr Chris Rippon, who created the website for the Council.  2. Info4islip: it was resolved that
Cllr Forbes should operate the info4islip website.

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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41/17 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Bollards/White Lines/Potholes: Cllr Nudds
reported that the white lines in the village would be refreshed by OCC using, in fact, 2016-17
funds.  OCC had reported that the salt bin by the Village Hall has been filled, and that a bin can
be installed on the Wheatley Road at a cost to the village of £250; Cllr Nudds noted that OCC
considers the Wheatley Road sufficiently important to warrant OCC salting.  The broken
speeding sign is to be considered for possible repair by OCC; Cllr Nudds noted that the speed
limit would have to be changed to 20mph once the speed limit is lowered.  2. Traffic Report:
Mr Dennis Price spoke for the Traffic Group, noting that the broken cat’s eyes south of the
bridge are to be replaced by larger cat’s eyes, that the white line on the bridge is to be
strengthened, and the signs warning of pedestrians on the bridge are to be made more
prominent.  3. Footpaths: prior historical use of the footpath along the river running by the
Village Green (the water meadow to the south-east of the Ray Bridge) was reported. The
Council is to investigate further the matter of the adoption of the path as a footpath.
4. Structural Report on the Ray Bridge: the Chairman reported that the Council’s request
under the Freedom of Information Act had resulted in the issue of a copy of the OCC engineer’s
structural report on the Ray Bridge.  He noted that the engineer had recommended both certain
works and a further report on the capacity of the bridge.  It was resolved that the Chairman
should draft for the Clerk a letter to OCC asking

 that the further report be prepared as a matter of urgency;
 for clarification on the matter of the weight limit for the bridge;
 the meaning of local access and any waiver of the weight limit in force for such local

access.

42/17 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: nothing to report. 2. Burial Ground: the Clerk reported
that Mrs Johanna Stephenson had kindly briefed him on the operation of the New Burial
Ground, and had agreed to liaise between the Council and the Burial Ground Committee on the
matter, for example, of fees.  The Council thanked Mrs Stephenson for this.

43/17 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: Cllr Wiles’s reported that no applications had been
received since the last meeting.  2. Strategic Planning: Cllr Venables was not present to report,
but the Chairman noted that Cllr Venables would feed back at the next meeting information
about proposals for the local government restructuring of the county.

44/17 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Road damage rail consortium: the Chairman reported that
he had not yet asked OCC for copies of the pre-work and the post-work surveys of the roads.
He is to draft a letter for the Clerk to send, pointing out that if these are not received in good
time, an application for them will be made under the Freedom of Information Act.  Cllr Wiles
noted that the resurfacing of the equestrian bridge was to have been carried out in November
2016: he is to follow this up.  2. Community investment projects: the Chairman noted that
subsequent to the dissolution of the rail consortium, Network Rail has stated that it has no
money for community projects.  Network Rail had offered hedging plants in exchange for
access to the sound barriers along the western edge of the playing field.  It was noted from the
floor that the time limits proposed by Network Rail for planting are not conducive to the
survival of any planting.  It was noted too, from the floor, that Network Rail had contributed to
Council funds in respect of previous access, but that the current proposal would grant unlimited
and unconditional and vehicular access without any such contribution.  It was resolved that
Network Rail be asked how its alternative proposal (to insert a gate into the Kidlington Road
railway bridge) might be carried out.  It was resolved that the Chairman is to draft a letter for the
Clerk to send to Network Rail.
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45/17 Village Hall: 1. Update: Cllr Venables was not present to report, but via the Chairman
reported that he hopes soon to set in motion the exchange of land and the preparation of the new
overflow carpark by the Village Hall.

46/17 Education: there was nothing to report.

47/17 Health: the Clerk reported that the Good Neighbour Scheme had been recommended to the
village via info4islip, giving contact details for the Clerk on the understanding that expressions
of interest would be shared with Ms McQuillan, who would be pleased to discuss the scheme
with interested parties.  There had been an encouraging level of response; a preliminary
meeting with those interested is to be arranged.

48/17 Public Transport: there was nothing to report.

49/17 Security: there was nothing to report.

50/17 AOB: 1. The Ray Bridge: the Chairman proposed that the Council consider at its next
meeting the commission (with the prior approval of OCC) of a consultant’s report on potential
solutions to the problem of pedestrian safety on the bridge.  The objective would be positively
to engage OCC in the process, and to propose practicable possible solutions together with
estimated costs.  These potential solutions and their costs might then be presented to OCC.  The
village would then be consulted on any solution favoured by OCC, any putative village
contribution to its cost, and the means of meeting any such costs.  It was noted from the floor
that the Council had in the past made significant financial contributions to improvements in road
safety in the village. 2. Spoil heap Mill Lane: The question of the spoil heap on Mill Lane to
the north of the railway was raised.  The spoil is from the excavation by Nat Rail of a flood
alleviation pit.  The spoil is being treated by Nat Rail as contaminated, as it is understood to
contain animal remains. [When representatives of the Parish Council met representatives of the
Church Commissioners 3rd March, this matter was raised, and the CC have since confirmed that
the spoil is to be disposed of with immediate effect.]

51/17 Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

52/17 The Meeting Closed at 8.30pm


