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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting 
Islip Village Hall 
Tuesday 11th April 2017 at 7.30pm 
 
75/17 Present: Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mr M Brown, Mrs F Forbes, Mrs D Nudds, Mr N Wiles, 

Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk) 
 
76/17 Apologies: Cllr Mr R Venables 
 
77/17 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 14th March 2017 were approved and 

signed.  
 
78/17 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.   

 
79/17 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hallchurch was not present to report; Cllr 

David Hughes (CDC) [one of three councillors representing Launton and Otmoor] attended for 
part of the meeting    

 
80/17 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest: 

Cllr Nudds declared an interest in agenda items concerning the allotments, as Mr Nudds is an 
allotment-holder.  

 
81/17 Administrative Matters: 1. Co-option: the Chairman is to contact a putative councillor in 

order to fill the outstanding vacancy.  2. Employment contract: the Chairman noted that the 
Clerk is to be issued with a contract of employment.  [The NALC template which is to be the 
basis of the contract is currently in course of revision.] 

 
82/17 Financial Matters: 1. Training: the Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had attended 

a training session on the 15th March covering the duties and powers of parish councils.  The 
Clerk was instructed to obtain and issue to all councillors the NALC Good Councillors Guide.  
2. Accounting arrangements: the Clerk noted that it is the duty of the Clerk to manage the 
Council’s accounting arrangements.  The current finance officer had informed him that she 
would be happy, now that she is no longer based in Kidlington, to return the finance duties to 
the Clerk.  She has agreed that once she has left the Council’s employ, she will carry out the 
internal audit of the 2016-17 accounts.  3. Draft accounts 2016-17: the Council approved the 
draft accounts for 2016-17 previously circulated, on the understanding that minor adjustments 
will be made subsequent to the payroll run 31st March 2017, and in respect of unpresented 
cheques issued during 2015-16.   . 

 
83/17 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman confirmed that the plan has not 

yet been finalised.  2. Dog Fouling/Dogs off Leads: the Clerk reported that no new complaints 
had been received.  3. Church Commissioners: the Chairman restated the Council’s concerns 
about the proposals made to CDC by the Church Commissioners for England after the deadline 
for submission in response to CDC’s call for sites (revision of the Long term Plan Part 1).  The 
Clerk was instructed to submit a summary of the matter to the three CDC councillors for the 
Launton and Otmoor division, being Cllrs Tim Hallchurch, David Hughes, and Simon Holland. 

 
84/17 Communications: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes confirmed that the website has been much 

improved, and thanked again Mr Chris Rippon for his work 

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely 
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest” 
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85/17 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Bollards/White Lines/Potholes: Cllr Nudds 

reported that the white lines in the village are to be refreshed only once the road repairs 
outstanding are completed.  2. Footpaths: the Clerk that he had contacted Mr Mike Clarke, who 
expressed a strong interest in the matter.  No further action is to be taken until the matter is 
discussed with the local land agents of the Church Commissioners.  It was resolved that the 
Chairman should check the safety of the Aides Footpath and take appropriate action. 3. Traffic 
Report: Mr Dennis Price reported that the work on the 20 m.p.h. limit had stalled as the 
contractor is seeking plans of utility runs in the village before work can start.  4. Structural 
Report on the Ray Bridge: the Chairman reported that the Clerk has contacted Mr David 
Bullock [OCC] to note that water levels in the Ray appear to be low enough to permit the 
further inspection promised.  4. Pedestrian safety on the bridge: the Chairman reported that 
the Clerk has contacted Mr Kirkwood (OCC) to request a site meeting to discuss the matter of 
safety on the bridge, and the Council’s proposal to commission a report by a consultant 
recognised by OCC.  5. Unadopted road: Cllrs Nudds declared an interest in this item, and 
withdrew from the meeting.  The Chairman simply noted that the website 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/unadopted-private-roads states that 

 For most unadopted residential roads the duty to maintain it falls to the frontagers, ie the 
owners of the property fronting that road, which may include those where the side, or 
length, of their property fronts the unadopted road. 

  
86/17 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: the Chairman reported that he had contacted Mr Stewart 

(who constructed the playground), and that the latter had acted swiftly and satisfactorily.  One 
item only remains to be attended to: Mr Stewart is awaiting a spare part for the spring horse. 
2. Burial Ground: nothing to report.  3. Allotments (i): rabbits: the Clerk noted that he now 
believed that Cllr Nudds’s proposal at the previous meeting that the allotment rabbits be shot 
would in fact involve the use of a professional marksman with public liability insurance.  Cllr 
Brown is to provide contact details to the Clerk, who will discuss the matter with the contractor 
and report back to the Council.  (ii) waiting list and allotments history: the Clerk reported that 
he had read through the file on the allotments.  Items of interest included the Council’s having 
granted permission to a Mr McKenzie (then owner of Cook Cottage, Bridge Street) to dig a 
ventilation trench and build a retaining wall to expose the gable end of the cottage to the air, 
subject to his maintaining the retaining wall and a safety rail; he had been granted permission to 
site a skip on Council allotment land for the purpose, but had been refused permission to park a 
car on Council allotment land by the cottage.  The Clerk had spoken to Mrs Bridget Tuffrey, 
who manages the allotments for the Council, and learned from her that the waiting list for the 
allotments now consists only of Mr and Mrs Nudds, and Professors Robinson and Paterson: 
both households have expressed an interest only in the allotment currently held by Mr Neil 
Price.  Mrs Tuffrey explained that an hereditary principle governs, largely, the allocation of 
allotments, in that the time, effort, energy, and money invested by an allotment holder is 
recognised in its allocation to a subsequent new holder, should there be a candidate from the 
same family.  This hereditary principle is borne out by documentation in three historical cases; it 
is an unwritten rule, in that the rules last revised by the Council in 1995 do not cover the 
allocation and reallocation of plots.  The Clerk invited the Council to review the rules and the 
rents of the allotments (last revised in 2000).  The future of one allotment, nominally that of Dr 
John Sargent, is to be decided by the Council.  The Clerk is to speak to Dr Sargent about his 
wishes for the allotment, which is not cultivable in the ordinary sense, forming part of what was 
once Islip Quarry.  In the meantime, the Clerk is to pass copies of the 1995 rules to Mrs Tuffrey 
for distribution to allotment holders.  (iii) access to rear of Hill House: Mrs Nudds left the 
meeting for this item, having declared an interest.  The Chairman reminded councillors that 
Professors Robinson and Paterson had asked for vehicular access via the allotment track to the 
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southern boundary of Hill House in order to facilitate the works proposed including the removal 
by means of a skip or skips of waste.  Professor Paterson was present and explained that the 
intention was to cause as little inconvenience as possible to neighbours and other users of the 
unadopted road by accessing the site from the southern boundary.  She noted that her builder 
had already been told by a Collice Street resident that his parking was causing a nuisance.  
Allotment holders Mr Nudds and Ms MacKay objected to the proposal, noting that the 
Oxfordshire Way runs along part of the track, and that Bridge Street is used by children from Dr 
South’s School  on their way to the lavender field.  Mr Nudds noted that recent building in the 
vicinity had been accepted by residents, and that skips and builders’ vehicles using the 
unadopted road to the north of Hill House would similarly be acceptable.  Access to the site 
might then be gained by means of the pedestrian gate on the Wheatley Road.  The Chairman 
suggested to Professor Robinson that she might, as the interested parties present had suggested, 
agree to use the unadopted road.  Professor Robinson agreed that this seemed, in fact, the most 
acceptable course to take. 

 
87/17 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: Cllr Wiles reported that the Council had been notified 

of no new applications since the last meeting. 
 

Address Application number/details Decision 
Appleyard, Mill Street 17/00186/F Mr and Mrs Calum 

Miller: replace single storey 
with two storey extension; 
ancillary works 
 

Approved by CDC 

 
2. Strategic Planning: the Chairman reported that the Clerk had emailed Cllr David Hughes 
(CDC Chairman of Planning) to ascertain the status of the Church Commissioners’ proposals 
for a greater Islip and whether a formal objection ought now to be lodged.  Mr Adrian Colwell, 
Strategic Planning Officer, replied non-commitally [from holiday].  The Clerk had then emailed 
Mr Colwell for clarification, specifically as to whether the CCE submission is to be considered 
as part of the response to CDC’s call for sites even though it was submitted outside the 
deadline.  A reply is awaited. 
 
The Chairman reported that the meeting with Mr Colwell and the owner of the Oil Dump site 
on the 24th March had once again been cancelled by Mr Colwell. 
  

88/17 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Road damage: the Chairman reported that Mr Richard 
Warren, OCC Strategic Manager, is to meet Cllr Wiles and the Clerk on 20th April to outline the 
proposed repairs as they affect the village.  2. Community investment projects: the Chairman 
noted that the Clerk had emailed Network Rail [NR] to offer pedestrian access only (say, twice 
a year) to the sound barriers along the western edge of the playing field, by means of a gate to 
be cut into the fence.  As a quid pro quo, NR has been asked to postpone its delivery of the 
hedging plants until late 2017.  3. Mural proposal for equestrian bridge: the Clerk reported 
that the putative mosaic work on the equestrian bridge having been refused, it was now 
proposed to paint a mural.  Cllr Wiles is to contact NR about this. 
 

89/17 Village Hall: 1. Update: Cllr Venables was not present to report. 
 
90/17 Education: there was nothing to report.  
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91/17 Health: Cllr Forbes reported that she attended as an observer the meeting arranged by Ms 
McQuillan about the Good Neighbour Scheme.  There is to be a leaflet drop. 

 
92/17 Public Transport: there was nothing to report. 
 
93/17 Security: the Clerk noted that Mrs Tuffrey, having performed the duty for some years, is no 

longer the Co-ordinator of the Neighbourhood Watch.   
 

94/17 Any Other Business: 1. Risk Register: the Clerk proposed that the Council consider a 
survey of its trees.  The Clerk was instructed to discover when this was last done and by whom, 
and to report to the Chairman.  2.  Bare licences: it was also resolved to review the bare 
licences issued to those on Collice Street occupying (at the margin) PC land.  3. Councillor 
portfolios: it was resolved that the Chairman and the Clerk should carry out an interim review 
of portfolios.  4. Red Lion: it was resolved that Cllr Venables should contact Punch taverns 
(understood still to be the owners of the pub) to discover its future. 

 
95/17 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet on Tuesday 9th May 2017 at 

7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 
96/17 The Meeting Closed at 9.30pm 

 


