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MINUTES of the Islip Parish Council
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 9th February 2016 at 7.30pm

214/16 Present: Mr S Clifton, Mrs F Forbes, Mrs D Nudds, Mrs J Stephenson, Mr R Venables, Ms L
Dent (Clerk)

215/16 Apologies: None

216/16 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 12th January 2016 were approved and signed.

217/16 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: None.

218/16 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hallchurch attended and provided information on
budget cuts. He advised of concerns raised over the Children’s Centres closing but emphasised that
this was an amalgamation of centres rather than closure and that many of the services would continue
to be provided elsewhere. He was confident that the cuts made would be less than feared. Cllr
Venables advised of the forthcoming village meeting to discuss potential development of the oil dump
and invited to Cllr Hallchurch to attend. Cllr Hallchurch would be otherwise engaged but is fully
supportive of the development proposals. Cllr Stephenson mentioned that an engineer had raised
concerns over the strength of Islip Bridge, which may not be able to withstand the weight of two lanes
of traffic at such high volumes once the temporary lights are removed. This has been reported to OCC,
which is responsible for the bridge, and an engineer’s report requested. This is still pending. Cllr
Hallchurch offered to follow this up.

219/16 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest: none.

220/16 Administrative Matters: Cllr Stephenson reminded those present of the Openness of
Government Bodies Regulations 2014, giving all present a right to record meetings of the Parish
Council.  1. PC Vacancies: Cllr Stephenson advised that Peter Collins had expressed willingness to be
co-opted onto the Parish Council. A vote was taken and unanimously carried; Mr Collins was invited
to join the Council for the remainder of the meeting. There is one more vacancy to be filled, following
Cllr Smith’s resignation in January. This had been advertised and the notice period (14 working days)
expires on Thursday 11th February. There had been one expression of interest so far; if there are no
others before the deadline, a further vote to co-opt will be taken at the March meeting.  2. PC
Portfolios: These will be finalised once the full Council is in place, but it was agreed that changes to
portfolios would be minimal pro tem, with Cllr Forbes taking on Education, Communication and
Public Transport and Cllr Collins taking on Environment and Parish Council Properties. A full list of
portfolios will be published after the March meeting. Agreed.  3. Risk Register: The Clerk requested
any additional items to be added to the Risk Register, which had been circulated to Councillors for
review ahead of the meeting.  It was proposed to add (a) tree inspections every 2–3 years and (b)
noticeboard inspections. Agreed.

221/16 Financial Matters: 1. RFO: The Clerk advised that Cllr Stephenson and outgoing RFO,
Michael Wilkinson had recently met Cherie Carruthers at Kidlington Parish Council, who will take on
the role of RFO for IPC. Ms Carruthers is now in possession of all necessary documents, following a
subsequent handover meeting with Mr Wilkinson.  2: New Audit Control: Cllr Stephenson advised
that the Audit Commission is being disbanded that IPC has been asked whether it wishes to register
with its replacement. The RFO recommends that we adopt the new audit arrangement. Agreed.
3. New Homes Bonus: Cllr Stephenson clarified the item of NHB on the agenda last month. This

                                                
1

“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is
likely to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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relates to a sum of money paid to local councils with housing developments; it is not automatically
paid but needs to be requested to via the district council. This is for information only and not
applicable to Islip PC.

222/16 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: The draft plan has just been received from ERM
and circulated to Councillors and the Flood Warden for comment. One of its recommendations is that a
register of vulnerable residents should be compiled. Cllr Stephenson noted that the PC Buddy Scheme
for bad weather also needs updating; the Clerk will co-ordinate this. Agreed.  2. Dog Fouling and
Dogs off Leads: There had been no further complaints this month.  3. Installation/Relocation of
Bins: The Clerk reported that she had contacted Ady Podbery, who is happy to undertake this work.
He may also be asked to re-erect the noticeboard in the Village Hall car park, which had blown over
and sustained some damage.  4. Litter: Cllr Stephenson advised that littering seems to be on the
increase, in the surrounding fields as well as in the village. The question of an additional bin by the
kissing gate to the weir was considered; it was agreed that this should be monitored and discussed
further. Cllr Nudds advised that the bin in The Swan car park still needs attention (this was raised at
the January meeting and reported to CDC); the liner of the bin is damaged, making it difficult to
empty. The Clerk agreed to follow this up with CDC; if the bin is no longer used it may be best
removed.  5. Church Commissioners: Cllr Venables advised there was still nothing to report from the
Church Commissioners.

223/16 Communication: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes advised on the research she had undertaken on
various options for redesigning, rebuilding or refreshing website, their respective costs and the grants
available, for which she will apply on behalf of IPC. She has circulated a report to Councillors with
details and will progress this before the March meeting. Cllr Venables noted that Chris Rippon has
kindly volunteered to maintain the website once it has been updated.  2. Noticeboards: Cllr
Stephenson is still waiting for comparative quotes for the replacement of the Red Lion noticeboard; the
Village Hall car park noticeboard now also needs to be repaired and re-erected with all speed.  3. Islip
Directory: Cllr Stephenson advised that this will go to press as soon as a full Council is in place, so
that the information given is accurate and up to date.

224/16 Traffic, Highways & Footpaths: 1. Finger Post: Cllr Nudds advised that the new fingerpost
at the bottom of The Walk is still to be erected but delayed by a missing part. This fingerpost has been
in store at OCC since it was delivered by the manufacturer on 14th December. Frustratingly, OCC had
failed to check the fixings as requested, and we are now awaiting a baseplate which has been ordered
at a cost to IPC of c.£60. Cllr Nudds has now escalated her requests to Peter Edgwary and received a
call from David Tole, who hopes to resolve this by the end of the week. This has been a long and
frustrating saga and it was agreed that a letter of complaint would be sent to OCC.  2. War Memorial:
The damaged sign at the War Memorial should be replaced shortly.  3. White Lines and Potholes:
Cllr Nudds had supplied a list to OCC of white lines in urgent need of repainting, and will report
potholes that need repairing. There are dangerous breaks in the road surface of the triangle at the
junction of Collice Street and Bridge Street, which is unadopted. Cllr Venables offered to obtain a
quote for repair from contractors he uses; if IPC covers this cost, OCC will then adopt this portion of
road. 4. Traffic: Mr Dennis Price, Chairman of the Traffic Group, was not present so Cllr Nudds read
his report: ‘(1) We are grateful for the responses from the residents, many have suggested further
improvements to the traffic situation in the village. Our view is that it would be useful to have a Traffic
Consultant look at the traffic in the village, in the light of the information we now have. We have made
inquiries about achieving this at minimal cost, but have not been successful to date and would
appreciate help and support from the PC with this. (2) Concerning the pedestrian crossings at the
school the most successful form of pressure would be from the parents, governors and the Church
supported by the Traffic Group. We have made initial moves in this direction. (3) The Traffic Group
intend to monitor the traffic on the B4027 through the village. Spot checks have already been made.
(4) The speed checking radar gun is now ready for use and John Hopper is arranging training sessions.
More volunteers would be appreciated.’ It was agreed that a traffic consultant’s advice would be
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extremely useful. Cllr Stephenson will raise this with Anthony Kirkwood and his team at the
forthcoming meeting to progress the installation of the 20mph speed limit. There was a discussion
about the effects of increased volume and speed of traffic through the village, and queues waiting to
cross the bridge.

Concern was raised from the floor about the impossibility of agricultural machinery crossing the
bridge with the traffic cones in place, which will be a serious problem at harvest time. Fortunately this
will be in the school holidays, when traffic is reduced. This will be taken up with OCC and local
farmers advised accordingly. The phasing of the traffic lights was discussed, and the need for a more
comprehensive arrangement that includes all 4 roads at the junction of Lower Street, King’s Head
Lane and Islip Bridge. The question of a footbridge as a solution was raised once again, but
unfortunately the cost of this would be prohibitive.

An engineer’s report on the bridge and a response to the PC’s request for air quality monitoring are
both awaited from OCC.

225/16 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field and Play Area: Cllr Clifton is endeavouring to make contact
with Trevor Stewart to discuss a long-term plan for maintenance of the play equipment, some of which
is in urgent need of repair, in order to provide more accurate figures for the PC budget. As Mr Stewart
is proving elusive, the Clerk has provided some contacts used by Kidlington Parish Council. Cllr
Clifton advised that the PC had received £6,000 from the railway consortium for access over the
Playing Field to erect sound barriers. The work has considerably exceeded the agreed time limit, so
Cllr Clifton still seeking additional compensation. The consortium is also aware that the cricket nets
are need of repair; Cllr Clifton will follow this up.  2. Pumping station lease renewal: Cllr Clifton
advised that an offer of £825 for a 21-year period had been received from SSE for the lease renewal of
the pumping station site beside Islip Bridge; further details have been requested from Peter Smeeton at
SSE but no response as of yet.  3. Burial Ground: Dr Bangham’s mowing and maintenance plan is
awaited. It has been observed that some visitors to the BG need to be reminded of the regulations in
relation to maintenance of burial plots, and that a tidy-up of some graves is now needed. The BG
regulations were published in the February Newsletter to act as a reminder. The question of
reconnecting the water supply was discussed with Mr Brian Henman, who was present at the meeting.
4. Allotments: Cllr Stephenson reported that a standpipe will be installed as part of the WC block
installation in Jacob’s Field. The question is being considered of whether allotment tenants may have
access this to water their land; Cllr Stephenson is due to meet the owners of Jacob’s Field on site to
discuss this.

226/16 Planning: 1. Planning applications: Cllr Clifton advised that the PC had been in receipt of
one application, which was circulated ahead of the meeting and comments sent to CDC.

Address Application number/details Decision

Mr & Mrs Desmond
3 Middle Way
Islip
OXON
OX5 2SH

15/02335/F
Proposal: Erection of single storey
rear side extension

No objection, but
consideration to be given to
neighbours’ comments.

2. Strategic Planning: Cllr Venables advised there was to be a public meeting in the Village Hall on
Thursday 11th February to discuss the options for the future of the oil dump. He gave an overview on
the partial review of the Local Plan in January 2016, following which CDC may allow reconsideration
of the oil dump site redevelopment, as a brownfield site. Cllr Venables reminded the Council that three
options are under consideration: (a) original plan of 15 affordable houses, 35 market houses, a care
home and amenities; (b) retirement village of 80–126 self-sustained units, 15 affordable houses and a
reduction in market housing (in both cases the remaining 20 acres of the site would be held in joint
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trust by IPC and Newcore, to prevent further development without the approval of both parties); (c)
continued use of the site as an oil depot, for which Newcore has Certificate of Lawful Use. The public
meeting will enable villagers to hear from and question the developers (Newcore and Audley, the
retirement village developer) and express their views to the Parish Council. The public meeting has
been advertised via the info4islip email list and via a leaflet drop to every house in the village.

228/16 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Timetable and service: Cllr Clifton advised that there were no
updates on this at the present time. The Clerk confirmed that no money had yet been received for the
works undertaken on the war memorial – a response from Consortium on this is still awaited. Cllr
Stephenson advised that OBRAG are seeking a new Chairman as Dr East is standing down. A vote of
thanks to Dr East was recorded for all his work as Chairman of OBRAG.

229/16 Events: 1. Queen’s Birthday Celebrations: It was agreed that a community ‘Royal Garden
Party’ would be held on the Playing Field from 12 noon on Sunday 12th June to mark the Queen’s 90th

Birthday. The Village Hall and Terrace Room have been booked for this. Cllr Stephenson asked for
volunteers to join a planning group, although it was agreed that the event would be kept simple in
order to avoid overshadowing the fête organised by the Village Hall at the end of June. A notice will
be placed in the Newsletter.

230/16 Village Hall: 1. Village Fête: Cllr Venables advised that this would be held on 25th June. A
request had been received from Richard Wale, Village Hall Committee Chairman, for the fête
sponsors, Town & Village, to erect their boards around the village in return for their sponsorship. The
Parish Council cannot give permission to erect boards on verges, roadsides or greens belonging to
OCC, but agreed that a maximum of 12 boards could be erected on private property, with the express
permission of the owners, no more than 2 weeks prior to the fête and removed the day afterwards. Cllr
Venables to contact Richard Wale to advise. Agreed.  2. Use of the Playing Field: The question was
discussed of whether it was appropriate to allow the Dalmatian Day, provisionally booked through the
Village Hall for a Saturday in July, to use the Playing Field for their event. In the light of many
villagers’ strong feelings over the question of dog fouling and dogs off leads on the Playing Field and
elsewhere, the complaints from residents received by the Parish Council after last year’s Dalmation
event, and the recent debates on dog-related issues at PC meetings and in writing afterwards, it was
suggested that permission should not be given for the event to go ahead. A vote was taken; all bar one
(abstention) agreed.

231/16 Education: Nothing to report.

232/16 Health: Cllr Stephenson had received a notice from Islip Medical Practice explaining the new
GP Federation scheme. Islip is now part of the North East Oxfordshire ‘OneMed Group’ with 9 other
practices in Bicester, Kidlington and Woodstock. An Early Visiting Service delivered by a team of
emergency care clinicians now provides same-day home visits to housebound patients, giving GPs
more time for their chronic and more complex patients. Same-day care for other patients is now
offered through the Kidlington Access Hubs: urgent appointments should be made through Islip
surgery and may then be referred to the Kidlington Hub; routine appointments at Islip are still
available, usually with a 2 to 3-day wait.

233/16 Security: Nothing to report.

234/16 AOB: 1. Bin left out:  It was reported a wheelie bin is once again being left out to prevent cars
parking and is creating an obstruction. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the residents in
question.  2. Licence Request: An email request had been received from John Vakonakis with
reference to a licence granting access alongside the Village Hall to his garage at 2 Church Close; a fee
was paid to the Village Hall in 2013 but so far the licence has not been issued. It seems that part of this
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land is in Parish Council ownership. Cllr Stephenson will take this up with Richard Wale, and if
necessary sign a rider to the Village Hall licence to cover the PC section.

235/16 Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 8th March 2016 in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm


