
C:\Michael\mjw\mjw\Islip Parish Council\Minutes\200211 Minutes Islip PC.doc

- 1 -

MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
preceded by a meeting of the Church Commissioners and Expressway sub-group [see minute
NNN/20 below]
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 11th February at 7.30pm

I certify that these minutes are a true reflection
 of the events that took place

                                                                              date:             signed:

20/20 Present: Mr M Brown, Mrs D Chapman, Mrs F Forbes, Mr N Wiles (Chairman),
Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk), Mr D Hughes (CDC)

21/20 Apologies: Dr P Collins, Mr D Price, Ms N Richardson, Mr T Hallchurch (CDC), Mr D
Sames (OCC)

22/20 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 14th January 2020 were approved and
signed.

23/20 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

24/20 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Hughes (CDC) was asked about the current
uncertainty surrounding the Oxford/Cambridge Expressway.  He noted that the current estimate
for 1,000,000 houses along the route is based upon current planning.  He recommended a
Neighbourhood Plan to the village on the grounds that such a plan is a material planning
consideration.  The Council noted that NP had been researched, and was found to be expensive
of time and money; and subject to any arbitrary change in Green Belt status and any change in
district council planning; and is subject to regular update.  Nevertheless, the Council will revisit
NP in the light of its being a material planning consideration.

25/20 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

26/20  Administrative matters: the Clerk proposed that he open discussions with a prospective
replacement clerk.  This was agreed.  It was decided that the administration of the speed camera
and its physical accessibility be made a matter of record.

27/20  Financial Matters: Budget 2020 – grass cutting: the Council, having reviewed the current
contractor’s offer, decided on the extent of the grass cutting for 2020.  The Clerk is to write to
the contractor.

28/20 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: Cllr Collins had completed a draft flood
management plan.  This is to be circulated to those affected for comment prior to adoption by
the Council.  2. Planters:  the Clerk reported that Mr Anthony Henman had confirmed that he
would like to donate the trough as a village planter, and is happy to position the trough as
directed by the Council.  The Council expressed its sincere thanks.  The Clerk is to ask Mr
Henman to move the trough to the other side of the Kidlington Road footpath entrance on Mill
Lane, where it will be visible to those entering the village, and will deter drivers from driving
over the footpath itself.  3. Rabbits: the Clerk report that he had received an offer from the pest
controller to revisit the allotments.  The Council decided to contact the allotment holders to
discuss the need.

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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29/20 Traffic, Highways, and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: footpath inside the hedge
on the Kidlington Road: the Clerk had, on behalf of the Council, thanked Messrs Brian and
Anthony Henman and the Church Commissioners for allowing the project to go ahead; the
thanks had been well received.  2. Speed camera operation: Cllr Price had confirmed that the
camera is still operational, and that breaches of the speed limit continue to be reported to the
police.  Cllr Price is to be asked to revisit the Kidlington Road.  3. Speed limit zone: the Clerk
is had confirmed to OCC that the Council agreed unanimously to meet the cost (some £3K) of
the TRO, being the legal process required to allow the movement of the 20mph zone up the hill
on the Wheatley Road.  4. Mill Street parking: the Clerk reported that a resident had
complained about the numerous builders’ vans parked at the east end of Mill Street.  As a result
of this parking, a CDC bin lorry had collided with a house and the entrance to a driveway in the
street.  The complainant feared that access for emergency vehicles might be constrained.  The
Council noted that it has no Authority in these matters, and that the Highways Authority is
OCC.  5. Mill Lane – light nuisance: a complaint had been received about the nuisance caused
by floodlighting at the level crossing cottage.  Cllr Chapman is to approach the owner of the
property.

30/20 PC Properties: 1. Playground: Cllr Collins has placed the contract to repair the
playground equipment with a new supplier.  2. Swan Inn carpark lease: the Clerk noted that
the tenant of the carpark is liable for its upkeep, but suggested that the Council might be
willing without prejudice to replace the broken timbers of the barrier to the south side of the
carpark.  The Council agreed so to do.  The Clerk is to obtain a quotation for the work.  3. The
Village Green, Lower Street: the Clerk had been assured that the builder responsible for the
damage at the eastern end of the Green had been reminded of his responsibility for the
reinstatement of the land and the posts there.  The Clerk is to remind Thames Water (who had
agreed to replace the posts displaced by TW during work on Lower Street at the edge of the
Village Green), of its commitment. . The Clerk is to commission a different contractor to
replace restoration of the posts by the Swan car-park (costs to be met by the Church
Commissioners).  4. Deeds for playing field: the Clerk reported that he had visited the Village
Archives, and had discovered there the deeds to the playing field, which are now in his
possession.  He is to deliver the deeds in person to the Council’s solicitor who is dealing with
the Land Registry.

31/20 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported on the following applications:
none.

32/20 Strategic Planning: 1. Greater Islip – Church Commissioners’ and the
Oxford/Cambridge Expressway sub-group report: the sub-group did not meet.

33/20 Network Rail /Chiltern Railways - right of way: the Clerk had heard nothing further.

34/20 Village Hall: Function and funding: Cllr Chapman reported that new doors for the Village
Hall are to be hung, and that thought is to be given to the installation of photovoltaic cells.

35/20 Health - defibrillator training: Cllr Forbes confirmed that further session(s) are to be put
in hand, and that the village has joined the waiting list.

36/20 Security - Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Forbes had advertised the visit of the Community
Police Officer, but had been unable to attend the drop-in session herself.

37/20 Any other business: 1. Best-kept front garden competition: Cllr Chapman is to arrange
for the judging in 2020.  2. Litter pick: Cllr Chapman proposed that the litter pick be extended
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to include weeding the pavements and kerbs of the village.  This was agreed; Cllr Chapman is to
liaise with Cllr Collins to fix a date.

38/20 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet (preceded by a short meeting
of the Council’s Church Commissioners and Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Group) on
Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

39/20 The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm.


