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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
preceded by a meeting of the Expressway sub-group [see minute 145/19/2]
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 10th September 2019 at 7.30pm

I certify that these minutes are a true reflection
 of the events that took place

                                                                              date:             signed:

155/19 Present: Mr M Brown, Mrs D Chapman, Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mrs F Forbes, Mr D
Price, Ms N Richardson, Mr N Wiles

156/19 Apologies: Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk)

157/19 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 13th August 2019 were approved and
signed.

158/19 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

159/19 District and County Council Reports: none.

160/19 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

161/19  Administrative matters: Succession Planning: the Chairman reminded the Council that
he is to step down at Christmas, and that any Councillor interested in the rôle, or prepared to
make a suggestion, might like to contact him informally; he is to continue as a member of the
Council.  The Clerk is to stay with the Council for the foreseeable future, but is to contact a
potential successor as a matter of prudence, to discuss availability, willingness, etc.

162/19  Financial Matters: an application for a grant of £500 towards the cost of printing a booklet
on the recent St Nicholas Church exhibition about the village and the Second World War was
approved.

163/19 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: nothing to report.  2. River Ray: the Clerk had
written again to the EA asking where the Weston-on-the-Green outlet entered the Ray, and why
the photographic evidence presented had so far not been pursued.

164/19 Traffic, Highways, and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: the Clerk had consulted Cllr
and Mr Chapman on the specification for the proposed path and fence along the Kidlington
Road; the Council thanked them both for their assistance in this.  Messrs Henman have agreed
that the Council may access the field, via the hedge openings only, and can store materials in the
field by the old railway crossing in Mill Lane.  The PC may instead wish to store materials in
the new burial ground car park.  Quotations have been received by the Clerk, and are to be
considered shortly by the Chairman.  2. Speed limit zone: the Clerk has started the legal
process of moving the 20 mph limit up the hill south of the Ray Bridge, asking first for
confirmation that the quoted £2.6K is the total cost.  3. Speed camera – operation and
contributions to cost: Cllr Price reported that the speed camera had been damaged, but that the
supplier, Unipar Services, had collected, repaired, and returned the repaired camera free of
charge; the Clerk is to write a letter of thanks to Unipar.  Cllrs Forbes and the Chairman agreed
to be trained in the use of the camera.  4. Junction of North Street and Middle Street: the

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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Clerk was instructed to write to OCC to discover whether a solution can be found to the
problem of the visibility from North Street, at the junction, of traffic passing down Middle
Street towards Charlton-on-Otmoor..  5. Pedestrian/equestrian bridge: the Chairman reported
that the graffiti on the bridge had been reported first to fixmystreet, and then to those
responsible, Network Rail.

165/19 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field a. Safety, etc: the Chairman reported that ROSPA had
reported damage to several of the beams supporting items of playground equipment which
have now been disabled.  Trevor Stewart had assisted in this, and reported that he is to carry
out the work once certain equipment becomes available to him.  Mr Stewart is to be asked to
protect the bases of the beams from the use of strimmers.  A note on the repairs due is to be
prepared and posted by Cllr Forbes.  b. Graffiti: It was reported that graffiti, in the same light
blue paint as had been used on the pedestrian/equestrian bridge, had appeared on the basketball
hoop.  The Chairman asked that villagers be on the lookout for anyone seen carrying paint
spray cans in the village.  c. Water supply to the cricket square: Messrs Neil Brock and Lee
Chapman have offered to install a water supply to the cricket square; the Council agreed to
permit the necessary works.  2. Swan Inn carpark lease: the Clerk had written to the PC’s
solicitor noting that the Council had always let the car-park to the owner of the Swan Inn
(Morrell’s Brewery, Greene King), and never to their tenants, and that the Council is not
minded to change its position in this.  The Clerk had now learned from the Council’s solicitors
that the lease was signed originally, and just needs to be registered: he has asked for a copy of
the signed document.  3. The Village Green, Lower Street: the Clerk reported that villagers
had asked whether the oak posts displaced at the edge of the Green are to be replaced.  The
Clerk is to write to Thames Water to ensure that this is so.  Cllr Price pointed out that TW had
used the Swan car park to store equipment during the laying of the water main in Lower street,
and asked whether permission had been sought or compensation paid.  The Clerk is to make
enquiry of TW.

166/19 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported on the following applications:

Address Application number/details Decision
Hillside Wheatley Road
Islip OX5 2TF

19/01648/CLUE
Certificate of Lawfulness of
Existing Use as a private garden
ancillary to the enjoyment of a
dwellinghouse. Erection of
outbuilding used ancillary to the
enjoyment of the dwellinghouse

CDC Pending (Case Officer
Assigned)

6 Mill Street 19/01168/F
Addition of a single storey rear
extension, etc

PC no objection – neighbours’
submissions to be taken into
account.

It was reported that in the case of a Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use no details are
available to the public.  The Clerk is to investigate.

167/19 Strategic Planning: 1. Greater Islip – Church Commissioners’ plans: the Chairman
reported that a villager with previous CoE connections had written to the Archbishop of
Canterbury, but that he had been informed that the CoE maintains an arm’s length relationship
with the CC.  The Chairman noted that the housing proposal appears to be a matter for Islip
only, so the Council might wish to support a letter to John Howell, MP, the appropriate quarters
of the CoE, etc.  This was agreed, together with the suggestion that the proposed twitter feed
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(see minute 167/19 2) be extended to include the housing proposal, referenced to the CC and the
CoE.  It was noted that the Expressway would doubtless facilitate the proposed development.
2. The Oxford/Cambridge Expressway sub-group report: the Chairman reported on the 22nd

August meeting - on the Expressway and the Church Commissioners’ plan for 3,000 houses
around Islip.  The meeting was attended by some 120 people, though not all were from Islip.
The Chairman made a presentation about the Church Commissioner’ plans, and linked these to
the Expressway.  Professor David Rogers’ presentation included the intention to double the
population of Oxfordshire by building one million homes along a 100 km (or 65 mile) route.  He
noted that the current route from Folkestone (England’s largest container port) to Southampton
(England’s busiest port) currently uses the M25 around London, but that the Cambridge/Oxford
link would provide a preferable route for a huge volume of freight transport.  Both presentations
are accessible via the village website.

The Chairman had taken indicative votes at the meeting, which proved supportive, on whether
to join groups objecting to the Expressway plans, and whether posters should be posted at the
exits of the village.  The Chairman had prepared a note of the meeting to be put on the website,
the possibilities of action to be circulated to villagers via info4islip and leaflet, subject to the
approval of the Council, together with draft letters to local MPs, Ministry of Transport, local
councillors, CDC planning, etc [Councillors have since approved].  The groups joined are the
Northern And Western Parishes Expressway Group, the No Expressway Alliance (Friends Of
The Earth), and Professor Rogers’ No Expressway Group.  Cllr Wiles proposed a twitter feed to
raise the profile of the village’s objections, and to link this to John Howell, MP; it was agreed
that Cllr Wiles is to meet the Clerk to discuss.

168/19 Network Rail /Chiltern Railways: 1. Right of way and re-planting playing field hedge:
Cllr Wiles is to verify the current position in discussion with the Clerk.

169/19 Village Hall: 1. Function and funding: Cllr Chapman reported that there is now a vacancy
for a booking clerk at the Village Hall.  The Village Hall Committee is in the meantime
reviewing its letting arrangements.  As agreed at the Council’s meeting of 13th August, the
Chairman had contacted the Village Hall and the village shop, in order to assist in the Council’s
consideration its rôle in supporting village amenities.  The Chairman and the Clerk met Lindsay
Stead of the shop, and hopes shortly to meet a representative of the Village Hall.  2. Nuisance
levels: Cllr Chapman reported that the VH had taken steps to reduce the noise levels at VH
functions, first of all by fixing closed the windows on the north side of the Hall; residents had
reported decreased noise levels as a result.  The Chairman noted that should the Council at any
stage wish to discuss the relationship between the Council and the Village Hall (particularly the
financial relationship), the Chairman would step outside to avoid any possible imputation of
personal interest.  Cllr Forbes pointed out that all villagers are free to attend Council meetings,
and could so monitor the Council’s activities in this and in other matters.  3. Building
reconfiguration: Cllr Chapman reported that the VH plans to convert the entrance to the south
side of the VH into an attractive main entrance.

170/19 Education: Cllr Forbes had nothing to report.

171/19 Health: 1. Defibrillator training: Cllr Forbes reported that training for villagers in the use
of the defibrillator is to be advertised and then arranged.  The Council agreed that this be
arranged for a Saturday, and that numbers be set at thirty.  It was reported that a councillor and
ex-mayor at Wilton Town Council had this month been saved by the defibrillator he had
campaigned to install.

172/19 Security: 1. Dangerous activity on the Playing Field: the Chairman reported that a bow
and arrow had been used on the playing field; the archery-quality arrow had caused damage to
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property.  The Chairman had advised his informant to report the matter to the police.  Villagers
are warned to be vigilant, and to contact the Clerk in the case of anyone’s carrying what is in
fact a potentially dangerous weapon in the village, and which under no circumstances should
be fired on the playing field.

173/19 Any other business: 1. Community links to police: leaflets were presented by Patsy
Parsons, of Weston-on-the-Green Neighbourhood Watch, about the Kidlington and District
Police Forum, encouraging local representation and involvement – perhaps of the Islip
Neighbourhood Watch – at quarterly meetings at TVP HQ.  A leaflet is to be passed to Mrs
Tuffrey of the Neighbourhood Watch.

174/19 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet (preceded by a short meeting
of the Council’s Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Group) on Tuesday 8th October 2019 at
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

175/19 The Meeting Closed at 9.02pm.


