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MINUTES of the Islip Parish Council
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 12th January 2016 at 7.30pm

196/16 Present: Mr S Clifton, Mrs D Nudds, Mrs J Stephenson, Mr R Venables , Ms L Dent (Clerk)

197/16 Apologies: Mr J Smith

198/16 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 10th November 2015 were approved and signed.

199/16 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: None.

200/16 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest: none.

201/16 Administrative Matters: Cllr Stephenson reminded those present of the Openness of
Government Bodies Regulations 2014, giving all present a right to record meetings of the Parish
Council.  1. PC Vacancies: Cllr Stephenson advised with regret that she received formal written
resignations from Councillors Allen and Bell in December. The Council wished to record its thanks
to both Councillors, who have devoted much time and effort to carrying out their duties. Their
departure has left two vacancies and the process of filling these is now under way. The Clerk
advised on the co-option process, which involved notifying Cherwell District Council and posting
the vacancies on the parish noticeboards. If no expressions of interest have been received after 14
days, IPC may co-opt new members. Councillors were notified of the resignations as soon as they
were received and the net has been cast widely across the village. Two expressions of interest have
been received. One of these was from Fiona Forbes, who attended the meeting and confirmed her
interest. A vote was taken and was unanimously in favour of co-opting Mrs Forbes to join the
Council. The second expression of interest was from Peter Collins, who had confirmed this but was
unable to attend the meeting; it was agreed to postpone the vote for his co-option until the February
PC meeting.  2. Councillors’ portfolios: Cllr Stephenson advised that once a full Council is in
place these will be reviewed. Agreed.

202/16 Financial Matters: 1. Budget/Precept 2016/2017: Cllr Stephenson asked whether there were
any questions or queries on the financial statement and existing commitments budget circulated to
Council by the RFO, Michael Wilkinson, prior to setting the 2016/2017 Precept. There were none.
The precept was discussed: it was unanimously agreed to ratify the precept proposed in the draft
budget: to be set at 1% above last year’s precept, to allow for inflation. There were two additions to
be added to the draft budget: a) printing of the Islip Directory (c.£250) and b) donation to the PCC
for replacement gravel for the churchyard path (c.£350).  2. New Homes Bonus: The Clerk
advised that this would be reported at the next meeting after seeking further clarification from the
RFO.  3. RFO replacement: Cllr Stephenson advised that a new RFO had been sought over
several months, to replace Michael Wilkinson. Cherie Carruthers, an accountant and RFO for
Kidlington Parish Council, had offered her services, at £20 per hour. It was unanimously agreed
that this offer be accepted: a handover will be co-ordinated with Michael Wilkinson.

203/16 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: The draft plan is still awaited from ERM. The
flood waters are receding at the moment, but Lower Street is flooded and the water level remains
high. Cllr Stephenson and Doreen Cole, the Flood Warden, are monitoring the situation.  2. Dog
Fouling and Dogs off Leads: Cllr Stephenson had received a complaint of dog fouling along and
around the equestrian bridge, despite the proximity of the dog bin on Mill Lane. On the whole the
dog fouling situation had improved greatly, thanks to the efforts of dog owners and volunteers,
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who were warmly thanked.  3. Church Commissioners: Cllr Venables advised that it was proving
difficult to organise a conference call but it is hoped that this will be arranged before the February
PC meeting.  4. Dog Bins: It was unanimously agreed to purchase a green Retriever 35 dog bin for
Cross Tree Green at a cost of £242.14 and a new green Super Guppy bin at a cost of £213.47 to
replace the damaged litter bin.

204/16 Communication: 1. Website: Cllr Venables confirmed that Mr Chris Rippon has agreed to
maintain the website once it has been updated. The Clerk will investigate professional help for the
redesign, with the help of Cllr Forbes.  2. Noticeboards: Cllr Stephenson confirmed that she is still
seeking comparative quotes for the replacement of the Red Lion noticeboard.  3. Islip Directory:
Cllr Stephenson advised that this will go to press imminently: meanwhile, there is still time for late
changes or inclusions to be made, if people could advise her within the week.

205/16 Traffic, Highways & Footpaths: 1. Finger Post/White Lines: Cllr Nudds advised that the
new fingerpost at the bottom of The Walk was due to be erected but had been delayed by a missing
part. The damaged sign at the War Memorial will also be replaced shortly. OCC have advised that
they are unable to continue with any further line markings (at the pinch point by the Old Fox) due
to lack of funds; this will need to be reapplied for at the beginning of the new financial year.  2.
Islip Traffic Group report: Mr Dennis Price, Chairman of the Traffic Group, advised that that the
temporary traffic lights on Islip Bridge will be in place until November or until such time as the
A40 roundabout works have been completed, to enable pedestrians to cross safely over the bridge
while traffic flows are so heavy. Speed detectors are due to be installed as part of the process of
introducing the 20 mph speed limit, but installation has been delayed by flooding in some parts of
the village. The speed surveys are needed in order to indicate whether any additional measures
need to be in place to slow traffic to at or under an average of 24mph before the speed limit signs
are installed. Concern had been raised following questions by one of the traffic light monitors
about the strength of the bridge, which is old, and its ability to withstand weight of such a high
level of the traffic. This needs further investigation: OCC, who are responsible for the bridge, will
be notified of these concerns, with a request that they commission an engineer’s report. All agreed.
Mr Price also noted that he had received estimated costs for elements of the Traffic Plan, by the
same road engineers who carry out work for OCC, that were 25% or less of the prices quoted by
OCC.  3. Traffic concerns: Various comments and concerns were raised from the floor with
reference to the slow traffic flow through the village, inconvenience to residents, noise pollution,
privacy problems and air quality monitoring for up to a 3 hours a day (OCC will be asked to carry
out an air quality assessment). It was also noted that traffic is now travelling faster through the
village at certain times, making it more dangerous for pedestrians. It was acknowledged that safety
of pedestrians on the bridge is paramount, but that improvements are needed with phasing and
positioning of lights and better sensors on the lights themselves. Other measures were discussed,
including further calming measures at all entrances to the village, pedestrian crossings and a
footbridge beside Islip Bridge. OCC has predicted that traffic will double within the next 5 years,
so traffic management will become all the more important. All present were thanked for their
contributions, which have been noted and will be considered alongside comments emailed to the
Traffic Group and to Councillors (which, on the traffic lights on the bridge, are currently 10 to 1 in
favour).  4. Bollards/Protection of Verge: Cllr Stephenson advised of recent correspondence with
residents regarding the installation of bollards on the green at the end of Kidlington Road. It was
agreed that Cllr Nudds would follow this up with OCC, who are responsible for this piece of verge.

206/16 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field 2. Play Area: Cllr Clifton is endeavouring to make contact
with Trevor Stewart to discuss a long-term plan for maintenance of the play equipment, some of
which is in urgent need of repair, in order to provide more accurate figures for the PC budget. As
Mr Stewart is proving elusive, it was agreed that the Clerk would check whether there are contacts
used by Kidlington Parish Council. Tackley and Bletchingdon may also be able to help (both have
new playgrounds). Cllr Clifton advised that the PC had received £6,000 from the Consortium for
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access over the Playing Field to erect sound barriers. The work has considerably exceeded the
agreed time limit, so Cllr Clifton will seek additional compensation.  2. Pumping station lease
renewal: Cllr Clifton advised that an offer of £825 for a 21-year period had been received from
SSE for the lease renewal of the pumping station site beside Islip Bridge; further details have been
requested from Peter Smeeton at SSE.  3. Burial Ground: Dr Bangham is preparing a mowing
plan. It has been observed that some visitors to the BG need to be reminded of the regulations in
relation to maintenance of burial plots, and that a tidy-up of some graves is now needed. The BG
regulations will be published in the Parish Newsletter in the first instance.

207/16 Planning: 1. Village Plan: Nothing to report.  2. Planning applications: Cllr Clifton advised
that the PC had been in receipt of one application, which has already been circulated ahead of the
meeting and comments sent to CDC.

Address Application number/details Decision

Mr David Johnstone
Bridge Cottage
Collice Street
Islip
OXON
OX5 2TB

15/02220/F

Proposal: Two-storey side
extension and convert existing
detached garage to form living
accommodation.

No objection, but
consideration to be given to
neighbours’ comments.

The Clerk also reported she had received a response from the Tree Officer in respect of
unauthorised tree felling at Raybourne House and this would be treated as a retrospective planning
application; a cautionary letter had been sent by CDC to advise on the process for any tree works
being undertaken in a conservation area.  3. Strategic Planning: Cllr Venables advised that he,
Cllr Stephenson and Hugo Llewellyn of Newcore had had a meeting in November with Adrian
Colwell and his team from CDC regarding possible development of part of the oil dump site. Cllr
Venables explained IPC’s decision against preparing a Neighbourhood Plan, not least because Paul
Ihringer had advised that it would have no weight in light of Green Belt policy (although it is a
brownfield site). The exceptional circumstances were reviewed, aerial photos of the site examined
(the underground tanks having been uncovered) and outline proposals for the site discussed. Cllr
Venables was advised there was to be a partial review of the local plan in January 2016, following
which CDC and may allow reconsideration for the oil dump site redevelopment. Cllr Venables
reminded the Council that two options are under consideration: (a) original plan of 15 affordable
houses, 35 market houses, a possible care home and amenities; (b) retirement village of 80–126
self-sustained units, 15 affordable houses and a reduction in market housing. In both cases some 20
acres of the site will be held in joint trust by the Parish Council and Newcore, to prevent further
development without the approval of both parties. A public meeting will be arranged in Islip
Village Hall as soon as possible to discuss both options in more detail, hear from the developers
(Newcore and Ardent, the retirement village developer) and gain villagers’ views. Invitations will
be extended to Cllr Hallchurch and John Howell MP. Various comments were made from the floor:
that the social housing should be put into a form of Land Trust; the effect on the school; potential
sewage issues. The public meeting will be advertised as soon as a date has been agreed, and all
issues can be discussed in full then. Agreed.

208/16 Evergreen 3/Network Rail: 1. Timetable and service: Cllr Stephenson confirmed that the
timetable and full service are now operational. Questions about improving the timetable for Islip
should be communicated to OBRAG/Hattie Bayly, passenger group representative.  2. Schedule
for completion of works: Station lighting may be adjusted in light of the conservation lighting in
the rest of the village. The damaged cricket nets have been reported and will be repaired once work
to the acoustic barriers has been completed. Payment for the War Memorial refurbishment is being
chased up. The acoustic barriers at the station will be finished in early 2016, those alongside the
school in April. There is still some planting to be carried out: the Map of Opportunity is awaiting
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input from Islip Wildlife Group (Cllr Stephenson will follow this up with Dr Bangham). The piece
of land surrounded by the equestrian bridge is under negotiation: the Church Commissioners may
not wish to have it back, in which case the Consortium may offer it to the Parish Council for use as
a community orchard.

209/16 Village Hall: 1. Refurbishment: Cllr Venables advised that the Village Hall was presently
closed for redecoration, which would be finished by mid-January.  2. Village Hall car park: Cllrs
Smith and Venables are looking in to the potential for a swap of land, allowing the car park to be
extended and the piece of land beyond the Pavilion made over to the PC, as part of the Playing
Field.

210/16 Education: Nothing to report.
211/16 Health: Nothing to report.
212/16 Security: Nothing to report.

213/16 AOB: 1. The Queen’s Birthday Celebrations:  The Council had received a letter from the
Lord Lieutenant regarding village plans to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday in June. This will be
put on the agenda for the February PC meeting.  2. Parking Issues: It was agreed that the Clerk
would devise a polite parking notice to request car owners to avoid blocking pedestrian routes,
particularly at the junction of The Walk and Mill Street, where pedestrians are often forced to walk
out into the road.  3. Fallen Trees:  Cllr Nudds reported trees that had fallen near the pumping
station and it was agreed to organise removal.

Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 9th
February 2016 in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm


