
Expressway Meeting 9th January 2019 - Islip Village Sentiment and Next Steps

Islip Parish Council hosted an open public meeting on 9th January 2019 to inform the residents of a
proposal for the development of an Expressway between Oxford and Cambridge, and to outline
some of the potential implications for the village and local environment.

The meeting was attended by over 100 residents and therefore succeeded in its intention to raise
awareness in the village and to gauge sentiment in the village so as to guide future Parish Council
strategy via an open discussion.

This summary is therefore an attempt to capture the predominant feeling of the residents as
expressed at the meeting and to translate that sentiment into a village strategy with some concrete
actions for 2019. A copy of the full slide deck and the associated commentary from the meeting,
this summary and any further document generated will be hosted on the Islip Parish Council
website.

The general feeling expressed at the meeting was that if there is a justifiable case for the building of
the expressway, and that the case for building the road to the West of Oxford rather than to the East
of Oxford is sustained by the planning authorities in due process, then the village would take a
pragmatic approach to redevelopment of the A34. However, the village would vigorously oppose
development of the expressway closer to the village and any significant housing or industrialisation
of the village and surrounding Green Belt.

To take the first point in more detail:
The villagers expressed concern that in the 21st century with the advent of driverless cars, smart
motorways, and East-West rail link around the corner, and increasing flexibility in working from
home, whether the 20th century solution of building a motorway was really the most sensible
option. More investment in the rail network was strongly advocated as an alternative greener
solution.

The village also noted that in study after study it has been demonstrated that building a new road
actually increases congestion rather than alleviates it, and that the close proximity of the village and
the proposed corridor to Otmoor and its catchment areas was an obvious risk to a sensitive part of
the local environment.

In arguing the second point the villagers made the following observations:
The routes to the East of Oxford would cause disruption to the Oxford Green Belt, may encroach
on a residential site owned by English Gypsies adjacent to the A34 at Islip, and archaeological sites
towards the M40 junction on land owned by the Duchy of Lancaster.

In granting Stakeholder Status early in the review process to the Expressway Action Group (who
lobby against the Eastern route) but not granting similar status to any other group lobbying against
other corridors, Highways England may have compromised the fairness of the evaluation process.
This would be worth investigating from a legal standpoint.

Finally it did not escape the villagers’ attention that Islip is already over-run by traffic using the
village as a rat-run to the back of Oxford and the hospital sites, and the bridge over the River Ray at
the bottom of the village is currently awaiting either traffic-light controlled alternate single file
traffic restrictions, or a reduced weight limit as a result of traffic-induced damage to the structural



integrity of the bridge. To add significant further residential housing to the village, together with
the associated increase in traffic would compound both of these current problems.

Any houses built surrounding the village of Islip would likely be purchased by London commuters
pushing prices above those affordable by locals, given the proximity of the village to Oxford
Parkway, and the expensive recent redevelopment of Islip station which provide competitive
journey times into London of around 1 hr.

It was noted that it would be prudent to begin preparing a strategic case and political support for
local transport improvements around the village now rather than awaiting a decision on the route.
There may be some leverage we can exert if we are positioned appropriately.

It was also noted that the Parish Council should once again review the usefulness or
otherwise of a Neighbourhood Plan for the village, in the light of uncertainty as to the
durability of our current protections under the Green Belt, and Cherwell District Council's
Local Plan Part 1.

Following discussions among the Parish Councillors after the meting it has been decided that the
Parish Council will form a sub-group that will take forward these matter forward.

The Group will consist of the following individuals with the following responsibilities:

Peter Collins - Politics, Press, Action Group Liaison
Michael Wilkinson - Legal challenges, Church Commissioners, English Gypsies
Nicola Richardson - Planning
Donella Chapman  - Environment

We anticipate that interested and/or suitably qualified residents will contact the relevant member of
the sub-group  to provide advice and guidance as appropriate and on request.

The Expressway sub-group will meet monthly at the start of the regular Parish Council meetings at
7.30pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at the Village Hall - all meetings will be reported in the
Parish Council minutes and will be open to the residents and public.

Dr Peter Collins
Chair, Islip Parish Council
5th Feb 2019


