
C:\Michael\mjw\mjw\Islip Parish Council\Minutes\190312 Minutes Islip PC.doc

- 1 -

MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting
preceded by a meeting of the Expressway sub-group [see minute 59/19. 2]
Islip Village Hall
Tuesday 12th March at 7.30pm

47/19 Present: Mr M Brown, Mrs D Chapman, Mr P Collins (Chairman) [left the meeting at
8.30 pm to attend to family commitments], Mr D Price, Ms N Richardson, Cllr Dan Sames
(OCC), Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk).

48/19 Apologies: Mrs F Forbes, Mr N Wiles, Mr T Hallchurch (CDC), Mr D Hughes (CDC)

49/19 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 12th February 2019 were approved and
signed.

50/19 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: none.

51/19 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Dan Sames (OCC) confirmed that road-
surfacing work by OCC will continue from the next financial year.  He agreed with Cllr
Richardson that given Islip’s situation, washed over by the Green Belt, a Neighbourhood Plan
would be of limited or no value: any proposal to build in the Green Belt could only be approved
by central government’s redesignation of the Green Belt.  Cllr Richardson had been unable to
discover a single council washed over in its entirety by the Green Belt which had a
neighbourhood plan.  It was noted that John Howell, MP, had agreed to attend any future village
meetings on neighbourhood planning, parliamentary time permitting.  Cllr Sames was invited to
attend, and agreed so to do, particularly should Mr Howell propose a meeting on Friday
afternoon, when he normally returns to the constituency.  Cllr Sames noted that any bids for
next year’s minor grants should be in by January 2020.

52/19 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest:
none.

53/19 Administrative Matters: Succession Planning: the Clerk was instructed to discuss
succession planning with the Chairman; the Chairman is to report to the next meeting.

54/19 Financial Matters: 1. Cricket Club grant application: the Clerk reminded that Council
that had pledged a grant of £1K to Islip Cricket Club, on the understanding that the Club might
return to the Council if its other fundraising did not match its needs [minute 123/18.3].  The
Club has now asked the Council for a further £900 towards work to repair and upgrade the
pavilion flooring.  The Council agreed to meet the request.  2. Grasscut costs 2018: the Clerk
had received an assurance that the contribution from the Sports Association is to be made
shortly.

55/19 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: nothing to report.  2. Spring Clean: the
Chairman reported that CDC is to deliver the materials requested in time for the Spring Clean
starting at the Red Lion at 2pm on Saturday 23rd March.

56/19 Communications: Islip Directory: Cllr Forbes was not present to report.

57/19 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements/footpaths: the Clerk reported that he had
met Mr Matthew Scott of Strutt and Parker, the local agents for the Church Commissioners

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest”
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[CC], at Mill Lane, and been assured that the Church Commissioners are highly likely to grant
the permissive right of way.  The Clerk had passed a copy of the Millennium Walk permissive
right of way to Mr Scott at his request.  2. Structural report on the Ray Bridge: the Clerk
reported that the OCC officer with responsibility for bridges had informed that Council that the
latest report on the bridge was as yet in draft form only (so not subject to Freedom of
Information legislation); the likely outcome of either a strengthening of the bridge or the
restriction of traffic to a single lane is unlikely to be addressed before 2021.  3. Speed limit
enforcement: Cllr Price reported that readings from the speed camera are now being passed to
TVP, and TVP are sending out letters.  His request for two more police-approved signs
approved by the Council at some £150 was approved.  Cllr Price is to report the theft of one of
the original police signs to the police.

58/19 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: (i) Safety, etc: the Chairman reported that Trevor
Stewart (who built the playground) is to review the work needed in order to confirm his earlier
quotation, and then to proceed with the work.  (ii) Pitch restoration: Cllr Chapman reported
that should the Council approve, Mr Lee Chapman would be happy to restore the goalmouths
on the playing field at no charge.  The Council approved the proposal, and formally thanked
Mr Chapman for his kindness.  2. Swan Inn carpark: the Clerk reported that Mr Ming Yun,
for Oxford Sky Ltd, the owner of the Swan Inn, had asked 6th March for a same-day assurance
that were he to let the Swan Inn as a going concern, the lessee would be able to use the carpark
on the same terms as Oxford Sky Ltd.  The Clerk had consulted the Chairman, who agreed that
he might reply as follows:

You asked for an assurance that if you sublet the Swan, the tenant will be able to continue
to use the Swan carpark.

On behalf of the Parish Council, I can confirm that, subject to the approval of the full
Parish Council (which I expect will be given on Tuesday 12th March, and which I will
confirm for you),

you will continue as the leaseholder of the carpark
you will be responsible for the payment of the rent
you will be responsible for compliance with the terms and conditions of the
lease (which responsibility extends to the actions and/or omissions of the
tenant)

and that subject to these conditions, your tenant will be free to use the carpark in
accordance with the terms of the lease.

The Council approved the communication.  The Clerk noted that he had attempted to track
down a signed copy of the lease, and had been very kindly advised by Ms Pam Dawson, of
Birketts (solicitors for Greene King, the previous lessees of the carpark), that the Land
Registry will have a copy of the lease filed, which will be the signed and dated version.  The
Council noted this.

59/19 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported the following planning application
had been received:

Address Application number/details Decision
Ms K Grant,
Church Key Cottage,
The Walk

19/00165/LB
Replace windows and back
door.

No objection, any neighbour’s
submission to be taken into
account.
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2. Strategic Planning: (i) The Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Sub-group report: the
Chairman reminded the Council that he had spoken to John Howell, MP, who is in favour of
the route to the west of Oxford – more than likely using the A34.  Mr Howell had offered to
speak to the matter 15th March, but the Chairman had felt that this was at too short notice, and
alternative arrangements will be made.  He noted that SPADE, the Sunningwell Parishioners
Against Damage to the Environment hope to form a western alliance to address Expressway
matters.

Cllr Chapman introduced Mr David Morris of the village; Mr Morris has agreed to offer what
advice he can on ecology and the Expressway, for which the Council formally thanked him.
Mr Morris noted that given the magnitude of the proposals and central government control,
there seemed to be little hope that the local ecology would prove sufficient to halt the process.
Cllr Chapman had contacted the British Romany Gypsy families on the Kidlington Road to
alert them the Expressway.

The Clerk noted that he had yet to pursue the means by which the Expressway Action Group (a
consortium of councils to the south of Oxford) had gained a consultative rôle in the
deliberations of the National Infrastructure Commission on the Oxford to Cambridge Growth
Corridor project (the Expressway).  The Clerk is to write to the NIC and to Highways England
in the first instance.

60/19 Village Hall: Cllr Chapman had nothing to report.

61/19 Education: Cllr Forbes was not present to report.

62/19 Health: Defibrillator: the Clerk reported that the defibrillator and cabinet had been
ordered 13th February, with a lead-time of 2-3 weeks, but that the items had not yet been
delivered.  [Correction to Clerk’s contribution at the meeting: the Council has not paid in
advance for these items.]

63/19 Security: nothing to report.

64/19 Action Points: nothing to report.

65/19 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet (preceded by a short meeting
of the Council’s Oxford/Cambridge Expressway Group) on Tuesday 9th April 2019 at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall.

66/19 The Meeting Closed at 8.45pm, consequent upon the burglar alarm having been
inadvertently activated by those using the main hall: salient items of business had been
conducted.


