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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council Meeting 
Islip Village Hall 
Tuesday 11th July 2017 at 7.30pm 
 
142/17 Present: Mr P Collins (Chairman), Mr M Brown, Mrs F Forbes, Mr R Venables, 

Mr N Wiles, Mr M Wilkinson (Clerk).  Cllr Ms N Richardson joined the Council subsequent to 
her co-option [see minute 148/17]. 

 
143/17 Apologies: none. 
 
144/17 Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 13th June 2017 were approved and signed.  
 
145/17 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: it was noted 

that the reference to an invoice from Mr Chris Rippon in the minute 107/17 of 9th May 2017 
should refer to an invoice for the annual website host charge.  Mr Rippon very kindly operates 
the website without charge.  

 
146/17 District and County Council Reports: none. 
 
147/17 Changes in Members’ interests and declarations of personal or prejudicial1 interest: 

none.  
 

148/17 Administrative Matters: 1. Council vacancies: the Chairman confirmed that as agreed at 
the last meeting he had contacted a putative councillor without portfolio.  The Chairman 
proposed, and Mr Venables seconded the motion, that Ms Nicola Richardson be co-opted to the 
Council: agreed unanimously. The Clerk noted that he had been unsuccessful in the pursuit of a 
potential councillor without portfolio.   

 
149/17 Financial Matters: 1. Draft accounts 2016-17: the Clerk noted that when the draft 

accounts had been submitted for external audit, a query had been received from the auditors as 
to the precept income: this appears to have been resolved.  A further query as to the VAT claim 
submitted at the year-end (the debtor in respect of which had been prematurely discharged in the 
accounts) had resulted in a surcharge of £30.  The Council approved payment.   

 
150/17 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: the Chairman confirmed that the plan has not 

yet been finalised.  2. Dog fouling/dogs off leads: the Chairman has submitted a draft letter to 
the Clerk.  This is to draw the attention of new residents to the bye-law which prohibits dogs on 
the playing field unless they are kept on a lead; the objective is to allow owners to exercise their 
dogs responsibly, by facilitating the removal of dog faeces.  The letter is to be passed to all 
newcomers to the village.  3. Church Commissioners: the Clerk reported that a meeting with a 
representative of the local agents of the Church Commissioners, Strutt and Parker, had been 
arranged for Wednesday 12th July. 

 
151/17 Communications: 1. Website: Cllr Forbes is to apply for a grant available for the 

establishment of the Council’s website in relation to the Council’s compliance with the 
Transparency Code.  2. Transparency Code: Cllr Forbes is to confirm compliance with the 
Code, working with the Clerk, once the final accounts for ’16-17 are approved. 

 
152/17 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: 1. Pavements: obstruction of the pavement across from 

the Old Rectory has not yet been cleared.  The Clerk is to contact the Old Rectory. Cllr Forbes 

                                                
1“one in which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely 
to prejudice the member’s judgement of the public interest” 
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had cut back the offending vegetation by the War Memorial.  The Chairman had cut back 
vegetation obscuring signage at the bridge.  2. 20 mph Zone: Cllr Brown noted that he is 
pursuing the matters of the signage of the 20 mph zone in the village, including a warning on 
the Wheatley Road approach that a 20 mph zone is ahead, and the removal of the no limit zone 
on Mill Street.  Mr Dennis Price reported that the Traffic Group had spoken to Ivinghoe Parish 
Council about their use of a village speed camera, and had sounded out councils local to Islip 
about the potential for sharing.  The camera and ancillaries would cost a total of some £5K.  It 
was agreed that the Traffic Group should firm up its proposals, particularly with regard to 
sharing costs with other villages.  Should Islip’s share of any potential cost be reasonable, then 
the Council would make a grant to the Traffic Group.  3. Further structural report on the Ray 
Bridge: the Clerk reported that he had reminded OCC that the report is now awaited.  4. 
Pedestrian safety on the bridge: the Chairman reported that he had investigated the 
acceptability of consultants, has identified four, and is now ready to specify the scope of tenders 
for a consultant’s report, specifying a traffic lights and a footbridge solution.  Villagers are 
asked to report any dangerous incidents on the bridge to the Clerk – and to the police if this is 
warranted.  It would be useful if the registration number of any vehicle involved is recorded.  
5. Accident blackspot A34 slip road: the Clerk reported he had written to Council Sames of 
OCC asking (i) that stop signs be introduced at the junction of the Kidlington Road and the A34 
slip road; (ii) that warnings of an accident blackspot be posted on the Kidlington road 
approaches to the junction; and (iii) that the vegetation at the approach to the junction with the 
slip road from the north be regularly cleared or replaced by hard standing.  It had been stressed 
that the junction as it stands will in the end lead to a serious accident if nothing is done.  It had 
been discovered that the Council was already considering the matter, which the Clerk is to 
pursue.   

 
153/17 PC Properties: 1. Playing Field: the Chairman reminded the Council that the bark under 

the zip wire is already in need of attention, and that the alternative surfacing is now looking 
financially attractive.  It was agreed to seek advice and a quotation from Mr Stewart (who 
constructed the playground), and if the cost warranted it, to seek three tenders in total, bringing 
these to the Council.  Cllr Richardson reported that the safety surfacing in the playground at Dr 
South’s School had come up to expectations; she is to let the Chairman know the type of 
surfacing used and the contractor’s details.  The Chairman reported that the deed of grant to 
Network Rail for pedestrian access via the playing field is proceeding.  NR is to provide £1,300 
for planting.  2. Burial Ground: nothing to report.  3. Allotments: Waiting list: the Clerk 
reported that Daisy and Kris Richards no longer seek an allotment. 

 
154/17 Planning: 1. Planning Applications: the Clerk reported on planning applications: 
 

Address Application number/details Decision 
Mr and Mrs Martin 
Pauling, 66, Kidlington 
Road 

17/0951/F 
demolish existing, erect new 
single storey extension 

CDC approved 

Mr Jonathan Ward 
Builders Yard, High Street 

17/00986/F 
replace existing with single 
storey dwelling house 

CDC approved 

Mr David Paterson, Hill 
House, Bridge Street 

17/01293/F 
demolish existing stone wall, 
rebuild in limestone with oak 
gate  

PC no objection 

 
2. Strategic Planning: the Chairman reported that the executive meeting of CDC on the 19th 
June had approved the recommendations before it; this rules out development in and around 
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Islip.  CDC is to put on roadshows; the Clerk is to circulate the list of these.  Cllr Venables 
reported that Mr Hugo Llewellyn is likely in due course to resubmit his planning application for 
the Oil Dump site, particularly in the light of probable changes to the planning status of 
brownfield sites.  3. Bare licences: the bare licences issued to those on Collice Street occupying 
(at the margin) PC land have yet to be reviewed.  4. Trees: the Chairman reported that he had 
contacted four contractors about a survey of the trees for which the Council is responsible (on 
the playing field, the Millennium Wood, the allotments, the Village Green), and the removal of 
a dead tree on the Village Green, Lower Street.  One contractor is due shortly to carry out an 
informal review, after which a price will be submitted for a full survey, etc.  The Chairman 
noted that an item for discussion with the Church Commissioners’ agents 12th July is tree work.  
The agents will be asked whether some at least of the Council’s tree work might be tied in. 

 
155/17 Network Rail: 1. Mural proposal for equestrian bridge: Cllr Wiles has contacted NR 

about this; the matter is to be pursued.  2. Railings on the playing field: NR is to be asked why 
the fencing on the playing field is of lesser quality than that erected further along the track, and 
informed that the existing fencing has been breached. 
 

156/17 Village Hall: Cllr Venables congratulated those (particularly Messrs Wale and Rippon) who 
had organised the village fête, which had been a great success.  He reported that a grant had 
been obtained from Viridor towards the cost of the kitchen, and that the Village Hall finances 
were encouragingly buoyant.  Cllr Venables is yet to pursue the matter of the car-park 
extension, and is to discover the whereabouts of the key to the Kidlington Road gate of  the 
playing field. 

 
157/17 Education: there was nothing to report. 
 
158/17 Health: there was nothing to report. 
 
159/17 Public Transport: there was nothing to report. 
 
160/17 Security: the Chairman is to contact Neighbourhood Watch to try to establish some form 

of reporting to the Clerk, so that anything of note can be distributed to the village by means of 
info4islip. 

 
161/17 Action Points: the action points arising from the June meeting were reviewed, and 

outstanding actions noted. 
 
162/17 Any Other Business: 1. Overhanging Vegetation: Mr Brian Henman had reported 

overhanging vegetation in King’s Head Lane; the Clerk is to contact the owner of the relevant 
property.  2. Empty Homes: the Clerk reported that CDC had asked to be informed of any 
homes left empty for more than six months if they had not been offered for sale or rent, or were 
subject to a planning application.  CDC’s objective is to bring any such properties back into 
occupation.  It was agreed that should the Clerk be notified by villagers of any such properties, 
these might be reported to CDC. 

 
163/17 Date of the next meeting: the Parish Council will next meet on Tuesday 12th September 

2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 
164/17 The Meeting Closed at 9.05 pm 


