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MINUTES of Islip Parish Council 
The Council met remotely [by Zoom] Tuesday 9th February at 7.30pm 
 

I certify that these minutes are a true reflection 
 of the events that took place 

                                                                              date:             signed:      
 
 
21/21 Present [by Zoom]: Parish Councillors: Nathan Wiles (Chair), Fiona Forbes, Dennis 

Price, Anneka Streule, Sophie Miller, Dan Sames [Councillor OCC], Michael Wilkinson [MJW] 
(outgoing Clerk), and Emma Kearney [EK]. 

 
22/21 Apologies: Nicola Richardson, Joel Penwarden [co-advisor to PC on strategic planning]. 
 
23/21 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting Tuesday 12th January 2021 were approved and 

signed.  
 
24/21 Matters arising which will not be raised under subsequent agenda items: None. 
 
25/21 Declaration of dispensation: None  
 
26/21 District and County Council Reports: Cllr Sames reported that he had not heard back 

from the Highways Department engineer about a putative [remote – Zoom] public meeting 
about the plans for the Ray Bridge, and for village views on the consequent traffic 
arrangements.  This is to be pursued, but is unlikely now to take place in the near future.  OCC 
councillors are in fact to debate the proposals at the Decisions Meeting on the 25th February.  
The Parish Council intends to pursue matters concerning the village.  In relation to the request 
from the floor for assistance in the celebration of the contribution of public sector employees, 
Cllr Sames noted that an application for £100 under the Councillor Priority Fund would be 
treated favourably.  The Council thanked Cllr Sames. 

 
27/21 Administrative Matters: 1. New Councillors: MJW has forwarded background 

correspondence to both Cllr Miller [flooding] and Cllr Streule [the playground]. 2. Handover 
plan – Clerk: MJW noted that the current arrangement is a remote adaptation of the proposed 
mentoring of the new Clerk.  3. Recording of meetings: meetings may be recorded.  The Clerk 
records meetings and retains the recording until the minutes have been approved. 

 
28/21 Financial matters: 1. Remote payment of creditors: MJW reported that the new Clerk has 

experience of electronic payment, so will be in a position to advise the Council on this.  MJW is 
to ask the previous Chairman Peter Collins to pass the relevant communication from the Co-op 
Bank to the current Chairman.  2. Heroes Project: Johanna Stephenson from the floor asked the 
Council for a contribution to the costs of an additional two banners celebrating the front line 
workers who had kept going throughout the pandemic, some at the cost of their lives.  The 
Council agreed to meet the net cost of the purchase after the grant from OCC [see minute 26/21 
above] (some £120).  3. Payment of Creditors: MJW noted that payment of creditors is based 
either on budgeted expenditure or on Council resolutions.  Only in an emergency would 
payment be made prior to the approval of the full Council, approval for which would be sought 
at the next meeting following payment.  MJW noted again that the Clerk prepares cheques, but 
is not a signatory; two of three Councillors (authorised signatories) sign PC cheques on the basis 
of vouchers presented to them. 

 
29/21 Communications: 1. Website: It was noted that the new Clerk has operated for three years 

the compliant website of the parish council of which she is currently clerk; she is happy to 
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confer with Cllr Forbes on installation, costs, and the management of the site, and is to forward 
costings and template to Cllr Forbes.  2. Operation of info4islip: Cllr Forbes is now operating 
the info4islip website.  All communication should continue to be addressed to the Clerk at 
clerkislippc@hotmail.co.uk or to info4islip@gmail.com The Clerk will pass on to Cllr Forbes 
any communication relating to info4islip. 

 
30/21 Environment: 1. Flood Management Plan: A copy of the plan is to be copied to Cllr 

Miller.  Cllr Miller asked Cllr Sames what contacts might be useful in flood mitigation and 
flood emergency circumstances; Cllr Sames is to put Cllr Miller in touch with his contacts.  Cllr 
Streule asked whether the effects of development on the river system is taken into account in 
planning decisions; Cllr Sames confirmed that this is so, and that development is more often 
helpful in this respect.  Cllr Price asked whether there is any long-term planning to mitigate 
flooding in the Cherwell and Ray valleys.  Cllr Sames said that this is a growing problem whose 
time has now come, and which must be addressed by elected bodies.  2. Raw sewage: MJW has 
now contacted the head of Environmental Health at Cherwell District Council asking as to 
which body polices the sewage disposal duties of Thames Water, a question to which, so far, no 
answer has emerged.  Cllr Sames noted that £1.5million is available to the county for flood 
mitigation; he is pressing Paul Mann, Emergency Planning Officer - Oxfordshire County 
Council, and will link Cllr Miller and Paul Mann.  MJW noted that MP John Howell had told 
the BBC that Thames Water has a plan; the Council agreed that John Howell should be asked to 
share the plan with the Parish Council, or at least those elements of it which relate to Islip.  The 
Council is to write to Mr Howell, cc to Dan Sames; if necessary, Dan will be asked to follow up.  
Cllr Sames is in the meantime to make contact again with Dan Stickland of Thames Water.  Cllr 
Sames has in the past contacted the Chief Executive of Thames Water, to be then contacted by 
Huw Thomas, the local government liaison officer; contact details were provided.  Cllr Miller 
asked whether a new approach might be to contact villagers familiar with environmental law.  
Cllr Forbes is to ask Islip Surgery for a letter of support on the health hazard.  3. An offer of 
bike racks: An offer of bike racks had been received from Cherwell District Council.  The 
Council agreed that a useful site would be outside the Village Shop.  The Clerk is to put the 
matter to the Village Hall Committee, and to forward a holding email to CDC. 

 
31/21 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths: Cllr Price again expressed the hope to Cllr Sames that 

the debate on the future of the Ray Bridge might include the change in the 20mph zone.  He also 
raised the question of police assistance in the enforcement of the 20mph limit.  Cllr Sames 
confirmed that his understanding is that limited by Covid-19, the police cannot for now help. 

 
32/21 PC Properties: 1. Play area lockdown: Cllr Streule is negotiating the purchase of new 

signs for the playground in the light of fresh guidance to users set out in new government 
guidelines.  2. Playground refurbishment: Cllr Streule had spoken to Trevor Stewart, who 
confirms that the work is imminent; the work quoted for is limited to that set out in the quote, 
and not the full listing in the ROSPA report; the Council accepted this, and agreed to proceed on 
this basis. As Mr Stewart will have to remove fencing, he will be able to check (the low priority) 
base of the fencing.  Cllr Forbes is to provide contact details for the surgery, so that Covid-19 
vaccination times can be discovered, and Mr Stewart will time the work accordingly.  Cllr 
Streule is to replace the latches on the gates.  A proposal was made to provide tree cover for the 
play area; the Clerk is to contact Fields in Trust to raise the possibility of tree cover once Cllr 
Streule has provided detail, taking into account longer-term plans for car parking, the basketball 
siting, the bonfire site, etc.  Cllr Streule is to speak to a local contractor about extra signage for 
the playground.  3. Charitable donation of land: MJW explained that Fields in Trust had told 
him that a donation to the Playing Fields charity is not possible; the suggestion that Dr South’s 
Charity might be open to the donation is to be pursued. 

 
33/21 Planning applications and other planning matters:  
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Address Application number/details Decision 
Wooster Arms, 
The Walk 

20/03550/F 
Demolition of existing concrete 
panel and asbestos cement sheet 
garage and replacement with 
timber clad garage on a stone 
and brick plinth with plain tiled 
roof and 
solar PV's to the rear (south) 
elevation 
 

CDC approved 

59, Kidlington Road 20/03581/F 
Part two and part single storey 
rear extension. 
 

CDC approved 

Lower Farm House 21/00131/F 
Summer room 
 

Neighbour submissions to be 
taken into account 

 
34/21 Strategic Planning: Cllr Richardson was not present to report.  
 
35/21 Education: No comments made. 
 
36/21 Health: No comments made. 
 
37/21 Security: No comments made. 
 
38/21 Any other business: 1. Flooding New Burial Ground: Mrs Johanna Stephenson, who 

kindly administers the NBG for the Council, reported that a headstone request had been 
received; as it fell within the permitted limits, MJW had advised that approval may be taken as 
read in this and in future similar cases, report to be made to the Council.  Mrs Stephenson 
reported standing water in the NBG had become a serious problem.  Her idea of asking the 
farmer of the adjacent land whether he would kindly form ditches to the west and south of the 
NBG, running into the ditches on the Kidlington Road and on Mill Lane, was welcomed by the 
Council.  With the Council’s full approval, she is to contact the farmer.  Any associated costs 
might be estimated and reported in advance to the Council. The alternative and fallback position 
is to run land drains inside the relevant hedges.  A paper is to be submitted  on the management 
of the ground in the NBG. 

 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely [by Zoom] on 
Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 7.30pm.   
 
The agenda will be published seven days prior to the meeting.  Residents wishing to raise an 
issue pertaining to an agenda item are invited to send it in writing to the Clerk at 
clerkislippc@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Residents wishing to address the Council meeting [remotely by Zoom] on any matter are asked to 
pass their email details to the Clerk at clerkislippc@hotmail.co.uk in good time prior to the 
meeting. 


